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NOTICE OF RACE

1. Organising Authority

The event will be organised by Howth Yacht Club Ltd. and The International Topper Class Association of Ireland.
2. Rules

2.1 The event will be sailed under the ISAF Racing Rules of Sailing (2009-2012) (RRS), the prescriptions of the International Topper Class Association of Ireland, the ISA, this Notice of Race and the Sailing Instructions.

2.2 The Race Committee may require advertising space for the event sponsors in accordance with RRS 80 and ISAF regulation 20. 
3. Advertising

Advertising will be allowed in accordance with the Class Rules of the competing classes.

4. Eligibility

4.1
Racing will be held in the Topper and Topper 4.2 fleets. Fleets may be combined in the event of low entries.

4.2 Entries will be only accepted on the OFFICAL ENTRY FORM (accessed through www.hyc.ie or www.irltopper.com) on or before midnight, Friday 23rd March 2012. Entries after this will incur a late entry fee (as detailed in NOR 8)
4.3 Boats shall use their correct sail numbers in accordance with the International Topper Class Association of Ireland rules and RRS Appendix G.
4.4 In accordance with the International Topper Class Association of Ireland rules, all competitors shall be members of the International Topper Class Association of Ireland or another Topper Class Association. Online yearly membership is available at www.irltopper.com . Facilities for single event membership will be available at registration. 

4.5 Only entry forms with Euro payment may be completed on line accessed through www.hyc.ie . Both euro and sterling completed entry forms will be accepted by post addressed to:
Secretary,

Howth Yacht Club,

Harbour Road,

Howth,

Co. Dublin.
5. Schedule 

5.1 Registration will take place at the Event Office in HYC on Friday 30th March from 19.00 to 20.00 and on Saturday 31st March from 08.30 to 10.00.
5.2 The Championship will consist of 6 races. 3 races are scheduled for Saturday 31st March and 3 races are scheduled for Sunday1st April, however the race committee may decide to sail 4 races on either day.

5.3 Briefing for all competitors will be at 10.15 Saturday 31st March. 
5.4 The first warning signal on Saturday 31st March will be at 11.25 and the first warning signal on Sunday will be at 10.25. There will be no warning signals after 16.00 on Sunday.

5.5 Lunches should be provided by the competitors and should be well packed with the sail number clearly visible.  
6. Sailing Instructions
Sailing instructions will be available at Registration from 19.00 on Friday 30th March and 08.30 on Saturday 31st March.

7. Scoring

Scoring in each fleet will be in accordance with ISAF Rules Appendix A. Two races will constitute a championship. If 4 or more races are sailed 1 discard will be allowed.

8. Entries and Fees

Individual Boats/Sailors will compete for the Championships. Entry Fee is €50/£45. for entries received on or before Friday 23rd  March 2012.   Entry Fee is €60/£55 for entries received after Friday 23rd March 2012
	
	Online Entry Fee
	Late entry fee

	Topper
	€50/£45
	€60/£55

	Topper 4.2
	€50/£45
	€60/£55

	Membership of International Topper Association of Ireland
	Full annual Membership = £20/€20

One-event Membership = £6/€6


A completed membership form will be accepted at registration, but needs to be completed before arrival.  The form is available on the Topper web site.
9. Prizes 

Overall 1st to 3rd and 1st lady prize. Age-category prizes: 1st to 3rd, U12; 1st to 3rd, U14; and 1st to 3rd, U17years. If a sailor is awarded 1st, 2nd, or 3rd overall, he/she is excluded from winning an age-category prize. Age-category is calculated by the age on 1st Jan 2012. 

Overall 1st to 3rd prizes for the 4.2 Class.

10. Support Boats

Except when requested by or agreed with the Race Committee, coaches and supporters may not communicate with competitors afloat, tow to or from the race area, or enter the race area. All ribs must register with the Race Committee; rib registration will be at the same times as the registration of competitors.  

11. Berthing

Boats shall be kept in their assigned spaces in the boat park.

12. Radio Communication
A boat shall neither make radio transmissions while racing nor receive radio communications not available to all boats. This restriction includes mobile telephones.

13. Rights to use names and likenesses

Competitors automatically grant to the organising authority without payment the right in perpetuity to make, use and show any motion pictures, still pictures and live, taped or filmed television of or relating to the event.

14. Safety Regulations

14.1 All competitors shall wear a buoyancy aid or life jacket to an appropriate standard at all times when afloat except briefly when changing or adjusting clothing or personal equipment. Wet suits and dry suits are not considered personal floatation devices. This changes rule 40.1

14.2 Large Vessels and Commercial shipping use the channel in the Lough. Competitors and support boats should keep out of the channel and must give way to these vessels

15. Disclaimer of Liability

A boat is entirely responsible for her own safety, whether afloat or ashore and nothing, whether in the Notice of Race or Sailing Instructions or anywhere else, reduces this responsibility. It is for the boat to decide whether she is fit to sail in the conditions in which she will find herself. By launching or going to sea, the boat confirms that she is fit for those conditions and her crew is competent to sail and compete in them. Nothing done by the organisers can reduce the responsibility of the boat nor will it make the organisers responsible for Loss, damage, death or personal injury, however it may have occurred, as a result of the boat taking part in the racing. The organisers encompass everyone helping to run the race and the event and include the organising authority, the race committee, the race officer, patrol boats and beach-masters. The provision of patrol boats does not relieve the boat of her responsibilities. The fact that the race committee may conducts inspection of a boat does not reduce the responsibilities of the boat as set out in this paragraph.

16. Insurance

Each participating boat shall be insured with valid third-party liability insurance with a minimum cover of €2 million / £2 million for the event.
17. Further information

Additional information is available from www.hyc.ie  or www.irltopper.com
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