Spring Warmer Series – Day 1 Report

by Graham Smith
BRIGHT START TO SPRING WARMERS
The 2011 Spring Warmer Series, sponsored by Key Capital Private, got under way in perfect conditions, with the first two races of the 6-race series sailed in fresh south-westerly winds and pleasant sunshine for what was for many crews their first outing of the year. And for crews on four boats in four classes, it was a memorable start to the season as they recorded double bullets to lead their respective fleets overall.

On the offshore course, ‘Maximus’ (P.Kyne) had the better of Malahide visitor ‘Xtra Time’ (M & P Arthurs) in both races in Class 2 whereas the Etchells fleet saw a tie overall, after ‘Fetching’ (Quinn & O’Flaherty) headed ‘Kootamundra Wattle’ (O’Grady/Reilly) in the first race by 18 seconds, only for the positions to be reversed in race 2, this time by 1.5 minutes.

The SB3s, the biggest fleet in the event with 15 starters, are the subject of some debate following multiple OCS decisions but on the water, ‘Sibelus’ (K.Dorgan, CSC) won the first race from HYC’s ‘Sharkbait’ (Duncan/Moran) and ‘Seriously Bonkers’ (Cuppage/Lee, RStGYC). The contentious second race saw HYC’s Guinness & Costigan in ‘Sin a Bhuifl’ take line honours ahead of ‘Bomchickawahwah’ (J.Driscoll, RStGYC) so there is all to play for over the next two weekends.

Over on the inshore course, ‘Starlet’ (Bourke etc) bettered ‘Gecko’ (R.Darmody) in both races, while the J24s saw Lough Erne visitor JP McCaldin in ‘Jamais Encore’ take both races with some conviction ahead of national champion Flor O’Driscoll of the RStGYC in ‘Hard on Port’ in race one and Brian McDowell’s ‘Scandal’ (Malahide YC) in the second.

 ‘Harlequin’ (Clarke/Egan) headed the Puppeteer class with two comfortable wins, ahead of Eclipse (A & R Hegarty) in the first race and Noel Davidson’s ‘Pinocchio’ in the second. The Squibs saw Dun Laoghaire visitors Lola (F.Whelan) and ‘Nimble’ (O’Hare etc), both from RStGYC, head the fleet.

Racing continues next Saturday morning (April 9th) with two back-to-back races in the Key Capital-sponsored event.  

