Defending Champions, Tiger Crew (Class 0) Win HYC Helmsmans Championship!

From Ed ....

Congratulations to Laura Dillon and her crew from yacht “Tiger” – Frank Dillon, Des Brady and Jonathan Hartshorn that defended their HYC Helmsmans Championship. 
Report by Laura Dillon
The event was very hotly contested and came down to the last windward mark rounding of the last race to determine the winner. Dillon successfully defended her title from Garrett May (representing the Puppeteer 22 class) in 2nd place, Emmet Ryan (representing the SB3 class) in 3rd place and Paul McMahon (representing the laser class) in 4th place. 

The wind conditions during the final on Sunday were 10-12 knots from the north west. Wind-shifts of up to 45 degrees were seen during the racing with gusts from 5-18 knots! The racing was very close and the defending champions were very lucky to defend their title! 

All of the live updates from the regattas can be seen on Twitter – very interesting reading! Please check out www.twitter.com/HYC_Events for a full story of the weekend’s happenings - live as they happened! (in reverse chronological order)

Also please take a look at the video / live commentary – Noel Davidson and Emmet Dalton kindly streamed the races live on the internet  - check out videos here:- http://www.ustream.tv/discovery/recorded/all?q=hyc&order=most-popular&top=week 

Thanks very much to the following people for making this event possible:

1. Mc Cartans Pharmacy for sponsoring the regatta

2. Noel Davidson for organising the entire event and for the live video streaming

3. Peter McKenna (OOD) and the entire race management team

4. Emmet Dalton for umpiring and the live twitter updates

5. Graeme Grant – J80 bosun for ensuring all the boats were in excellent sailing condition

6. John Deane for all the photos and website information

7. Stephen Harris and all the rib drivers and crew

8. All the HYC sailing committee and of course all the HYC staff!

9. The ten teams that participated! Thanks to all the crews and helms and hopefully we’ll have the full 16 teams next year! 
10 teams from HYC competed in the HYC Helmsmans Championship last weekend. The line up and classes represented were as follows:

1. Laura Dillon and crew – Defending Champion

2. Eddie Ferris and crew – Class 2

3. John Faller and crew – Class 3

4. Emmet Ryan and crew – SB3

5. Garrett May and crew – Puppeteer 22

6. Michael Duffy and crew – Howth 17

7. Jenny O’Leary and crew – Whitesail

8. Alistair Kissane and crew – Laser

9. Scott Flanigan and crew – 420

10. Paul McMahon and crew – Laser

The teams were divided into 2 heats with 5 teams racing on Saturday morning and 5 teams racing on Saturday afternoon. Both heats were hotly contested and 4 teams from each heat progress through to the final on Sunday.

Heat 1 was won by Michael Duffy, followed by Emmet Ryan in 2nd, Scott Flanigan in 3rd, Garrett May in 4th and John Faller in 5th. Heat 2 was won by Laura Dillon, followed by Alistair Kissane in 2nd, Dermot Skehan in 3rd, Paul McMahon in 4th and Jenny O’Leary in 5th. 

The top 8 teams progressed through to the finals on Sunday and the final top 3 results were:

1. Laura Dillon and crew

2. Garrett May and crew

3. Emmet Ryan and crew

Thanks very much to all the regatta organizers and looking forward to a great HYC Helmsmans Championship in 2010! 

