
HOWTH YACHT CLUB

THE HYC SPRING WARMER SERIES 2009

FOR ETCHELLS AND LASER SB3’s

Saturdays -  4th April, 18th April and 25th April 2009

Organised by HYC EVENTS LTD

in conjunction with the Dublin Etchells Fleet and the Howth SB3 Fleet.
Principal Race Officers
Harry Gallagher  and  Peter McKenna
SAILING INSTRUCTIONS
1. RULES

(a) The regatta will be governed by the rules as defined in the Racing Rules of Sailing and the rules of the International Etchells Class Association (IECA) and the Laser SB3 Class Association (LSCA).

(b) The championship is sanctioned by the IECA and LSCA as a Class B event. 
2. 
ADVERTISING


Advertising will be restricted to Category A.
3. 
NOTICES TO COMPETITORS

Notices to competitors will be posted on the Official Notice Board located in the archway beside the Howth Marina Office.

4. 
CHANGES TO THE SAILING INSTRUCTIONS

Any change to the sailing instructions will be posted before 0900 hours on the day it will take effect, except that any change to the schedule of races will be posted before 2000 hours on the day before it will take effect.

5. 
SIGNALS MADE ASHORE

Signals made ashore will be displayed at the top of the Howth Marina bridge. 
When flag AP is displayed ashore ‘1 minute’ is replaced with “not less than 45 minutes” in the race signal AP.
6. 

MEASUREMENT, INSPECTION AND CREW WEIGHT CHECKS
(a) The combined crew weight of each boat shall not exceed the following limits

Etchells 285 kg

SB3s 270 kg

(b) A boat or equipment may be inspected at any time for compliance with the class rules and sailing instructions.  

7.
SCHEDULE OF RACES

7.1   
The schedule of races will be as follows:

    Sat 4th April
Race 1:
The Warning Signal for Race 1 will be displayed at 1030

    
Race 2:
The Warning Signal for Race 2 will be displayed as soon as practical after Race 1.


Race 3:
The  Warning Signal for Race 3 will be displayed as soon as practical after Race 2.

   Sat 18th April 
Race 4:
The Warning Signal for Race 4 will be displayed at 1030

    
Race 5:
The Warning Signal for Race 5 will be displayed as soon as practical after Race 4.


Race 6:
The First Warning Signal for Race 6 will be displayed as soon as practical after Race 4.

   Sat 24th April 
Race 7:
The Warning Signal for Race 7 will be displayed at 1030 


Race 8:
The Warning Signal for Race 8 will be displayed as soon as practical after Race 7.


Race 9:
The Warning Signal for Race 9 will be displayed as soon as practical after Race 8.

7.2      The Starting sequence shall be as follows

Etchells Class
1035 or Five Minutes after The Warning Signal 


SB3
1040 or Five Minutes after the Etchells start


7.3
High water at Howth: April 4th 0736 hrs, April 18th 0619, April 25th 1224.

8. 
CLASS FLAG


The Class flag will be Flag E for Etchells and the Laser SB3 Flag for SB3s.
9.
RACING AREA

The racing area will be North of Howth Harbour.

Note: The starting area may be up to four miles from the harbour.

10
START


The starting line will be between a red and white pole (or main mast) on the starting vessel 
and the starting mark. A boat starting later than 4 minutes after the starting signal will be 
scored DNS. This changes Rule A4.

11.
COURSE AND MARKS

(a)
The starting mark will be a cylindrical orange buoy.

(b)
The finishing mark will be a small red buoy.

(c)
The marks will be laid approximately as shown, Marks 1, 2 and 3 will be large, inflatable black buoys.

(d)
After starting marks shall be rounded in the following order;

            2(       (1

    Start   Finish

                Mark     Mark

           (-----(-----+

                            C/B

           3(

  1-2-3-1-2-3-Finish
(e)
Note that: after starting and until approaching the Finish Line to finish the start and finish marks are not marks on the course.  However, the Committee Boat may be an Obstruction. 

12
SHORTENING COURSE

The course may be shortened for any reason at the discretion of the Race Committee provided that at least two legs will be sailed.  This amends RRS 32.

13
CHANGE OF COURSE AFTER THE START

When a change of course is required and it is possible to relocate the original mark(s), the Race Committee will relocate the original mark(s).  The course change will be signalled before the leading boat has begun the leg, although the new mark may not yet be in position.  The other marks may be moved to maintain course configuration.

14
FINISHING LINE

The Finishing Line shall be between the red and white pole or the main mast of the Committee Boat displaying a blue flag and a red Finish Mark, which shall be left to port. Unless FINISHING, no boat shall pass through the finish line IN EITHER DIRECTION when a Blue Flag is displayed on the Committee Boat. Failure to comply with this Sailing Instruction may result in disqualification without a hearing. This changes RRS 60.2
15
THE LIMIT

The time limit for the leading boat in each Fleet shall be 90 minutes from starting signal. Any boat which fails to finish within 30 minutes of the leading boat, shall be scored DNF “did not finish”.  This changes RRS 35 and A4.1.

16
PROTESTS, PROTESTS TIME AND HEARINGS 

(a) Protests shall be written on official ISA forms.  In addition to the obligations in RRS 61.1(a) protesting boats shall, immediately after finishing, inform the Race Officer (on the Committee Boat at the Finish) of the sail number(s) of any boat(s) against which she intends to protest.  Protest Forms are available from the Race Office and all protests shall be delivered to the Race Office within Protest Time.  Protest Time will begin immediately after the finish of the last boat in the last race of the day and will last for 1.5 hours.  This changes RRS61.3 and 62.2.

(b) The sail numbers of boats involved in protests will be posted on the Official Notice Board within 30 minutes of the expiration of Protest Time along with the scheduled protest hearing time.

(c) Notices of protest by the Race Committee will be posted within the Protest Time on the official notice board to inform boats under RRS61.1.(b).

17
SCORING SYSTEM

Nine races are scheduled. 4 races are required to constitute a Championship.  The low point scoring system RRS Appendix A will apply.  There shall be one discard assuming 4 or more races are completed and two discards assuming 8 or more races are completed.

18
SUPPORT BOATS

(a)
Team leaders, coaches, other support personnel and support boats shall stay outside areas where boats are racing from the time of the preparatory signal until all boats have finished or the race committee signals a postponement, general recall or abandonment. 

(b)
Any breach of a sailing instruction by a coach or support boat may result in penalties being applied to any or all competitors serviced by that coach or support boat.  The penalty may be as the protest committee determines.  In addition a coach or support boat may, at the discretion of the protest committee, be barred from going afloat for a time period.

19. 
RADIO COMMUNICATIONS

A boat shall neither make radio transmissions while racing nor receive radio communications not available to all boats except in the case of an emergency. This restriction also applies to mobile telephones.
20.
PRIZES/TROPHIES


Overall prizes will be awarded to 1st, 2nd and 3rd places.  The prize giving will take place after racing on the 25th of April 2009.

21. 
LIABILITY

Competitors participate in the regatta entirely at their own risk. See rule 4, Decision to Race. No responsibility shall be accepted by H.Y.C. Events Limited and/or Howth Yacht Club and their respective officers, committee members servants or agents nor any sponsor, nor those officials or members connected with the regatta for any loss, damage or any claim of whatever nature however arising or caused in connection with the participation in or intended participation in this regatta.

22. 
INSURANCE

Each participating boat shall be insured with valid third-party liability insurance with a minimum cover of not less 1.5 million euro, per event, or the equivalent.

