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Irish Cruiser Racing Association Championship 2008

Howth Yacht Club

Friday 16th, Saturday 17th and Sunday 18th May 2008

NOTICE OF RACE

1.  ORGANISING AUTHORITY

1.1 
The SAAB Irish Cruiser Racing Association (ICRA) Championships 2008 are organised by ICRA in association with HYC Events Ltd., Harbour Road, Howth, Co Dublin.

1.2 All entries and enquiries should be addressed to Secretary, HYC Events Ltd., c/o Howth Yacht Club, Harbour Road, Howth, Co. Dublin. Phone: 01 832 2141, Fax: 01 839 2430, Email: admin@hyc.ie, Web site: www.hyc.ie

2.  RULES AND ELIGIBILITY

2.1 
The Regatta is governed by the Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS) of the International Sailing Federation (ISAF), the prescriptions of the Irish Sailing Association (ISA), the IRC Rating Rule parts 1-3, the ISA ECHO Performance Handicap System, the rules of ICRA, the ISAF Safety Regulations Category 4, Class Association Rules where applicable, this Notice of Race and the Sailing Instructions and any changes thereto. 

2.2 
Eligible boats are those which comply with the definition of a cruiser in the ICRA Constitution and further comply with the relevant IRC rating and ECHO handicapping rules. 

2.3 
Competitors shall comply with the ISAF Advertising Code Category C. The Organising Authority reserves the right to refuse entry to the championships if in its opinion there is a conflict between a competitor’s sponsor and the event sponsor.

2.4 
ISAF Group 3 sailors are permitted in Division 0 only.  In the context of boats preparing for RCC 08, Division 1 boats wishing to sail with ISAF Group 3 sailors on board may opt to sail in Division 0 at their then current IRC TCC rating.

2.5 
Crew Limitation in Division 0, Division 1 and Division 2 shall be as per IRC Certificate plus 1. [This amends IRC Rule 27.4.3]  Crew Limitation in Division 3 shall be as per IRC Certificate. 
3.  DIVISIONS & FLEETS

3.1 
The following is an indication only of likely class divisions based on IRC ratings or ISA Standard ECHO Handicap.

3.2
The Committee reserves the right to amend these as it sees fit on receipt of final entries and reserves the absolute right to allocate a boat to any division.



Division
IRC Rating or Standard ECHO Handicap



0
Ratings of 1.050 and above


1
Ratings between 0.980 and 1.049


2
Ratings between 0.910 and 0.979


3
Ratings between 0.909 and 0.800
3.3 
If entry numbers warrant, consideration may be given to splitting the above divisions. Also if numbers warrant, a Super 0 Division may be considered.

4.  SCHEDULE OF RACES

4.1 Races will be scheduled to achieve a program of SEVEN races over the three days of  the event.  
5.  SCORING & DISCARDS

5.1 
The Low Point scoring system of Appendix A will apply.

5.2 
Three races are required to be completed to constitute a championship.

5.3 
If 6 or more races are sailed 1 discard will apply.

6.  ENTRIES

6.1
The entry fee is €140.00.  The fee for entries made on or before the 29th March 2008 is €100.00.  The closing date for entries is 1800 on Wednesday 30th April 2008.

6.2
Entries received after 1800 on Wednesday 30th April 2008 will be accepted only at the discretion of the Organising Committee. A late fee of €50 will be applied.

6.3 
Entry forms will be available online at www.hyc.ie

6.4 
Entries are accepted at the sole discretion of the Organising Authority.

6.5 
Entries are accepted for the full series only; boats may not enter for individual races.
7.  HANDICAPS

7.1
IRC certificates shall be ENDORSED and have a VALIDITY DATE no later than Friday 9th May, 2008.  This date may be extended in extraordinary circumstances at the sole discretion of the Organising Committee.

7.2 
A copy of the boat’s current IRC endorsed certificate shall be included with the entry form or submitted on registration.  This copy shall be available for inspection by another competitor at any time.

7.3
The Organising Authority reserves the right to inspect any boat to ensure compliance with IRC certificates.

7.4 
Each entry will be assigned an initial ECHO Handicap based on current ECHO Handicap data gathered from the various handicap authorities. A system of progressive ECHO handicapping, where each boat’s handicap is automatically adjusted on the basis of performance in each race, will apply. The act of handicap adjustment or failure to adjust will not be grounds for redress (Amends RRS 60.1)

8.  PRIZES & TROPHIES


Prizes will be awarded, depending on the number of entries, in each Division and will consist of daily prizes and overall prizes and trophies. 

9.  REGISTRATION AND SAILING INSTRUCTIONS


All entrants shall register with the Race Office in Howth Yacht Club. Sailing Instructions will be available on registration and may be posted on the website prior to the event. Race Office opening hours are:



Tuesday 13th May
2100 – 2200



Wednesday 14th May
2100 – 2200



Thursday 15th May
1800 – 2000



Friday 16th May
0830 – 1030

10.  RACING AREA


Races will be sailed in the waters North of Howth. Starts may be up to 4 miles north of Howth Harbour.

11.  BERTHING & MARINA

11.1
Marina berths will be available, free of charge, from Thursday 15th May until 1200 on Monday 19th May 2008. These will be allocated on arrival and are subject to suitable space availability.  

11.2
A limited number of marina berths will also be available from Sunday 11th May 2008. These berths will be free of change. The provision of berths will be at the discretion of the Organising Committee and advanced is bookings required. Requests for an advanced berth can be made by contacting the HYC Marina Manager or by emailing marina@hyc.ie 

12.  SOCIAL

12.2 Entertainment will be provided after racing each day.

12.3 Competitors are granted temporary membership of Howth Yacht Club for the duration of the Championships subject only to the Club rules for withdrawing or withholding such membership.

12.4 The attention of all competitors is drawn to the car parking regulations in the vicinity of the Club which are rigidly enforced by the harbour authority

13.  DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY

13.1 
Competitors participate in the championships entirely at their own risk. ICRA, HYC Events Ltd, Howth Yacht Club, and their officers, servants and agents accept no responsibility in respect of loss of life, personal injury or loss of or damage to property sustained in conjunction with or prior to, during or after the championships.

13.2 
It is the sole and exclusive responsibility of each owner or owner’s representative to decide whether or not to start or continue to race. Owner’s shall acknowledge their responsibility on the official Entry Form and draw attention of their crew and associates to this disclaimer.

13.3
Boat owners and crew shall ensure that they are adequately insured against loss, damage or injury to persons, boats or equipment at all times and however occurring.

14.  SPONSORSHIP


The Irish Cruiser Racing Association and Howth Yacht Club are very pleased to again welcome Saab as our sponsors at this year’s event.

Please note the dates of these other headline regattas

	EVENT
	DATES 2008

	ROUND IRELAND
	21st JUNE

	WIORA WEEK
	4th - 7th JULY

	CORK WEEK
	12th - 18th JULY

	CALVES WEEK
	4th - 10th AUGUST


	[image: image2.png]



	[image: image3.png]Gusen
RAGHG.
AssocAnon




	[image: image4.png]| B

YACHT CLUB






