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	Howth Yacht Club

INTERNATIONAL ETCHELLS CLASS

2008 IRISH NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
Saturday 6th &  Sunday 7th September

Organising Authority
HYC Events Ltd. in conjunction with the Dublin Etchells Fleet

Principal Race Officer
Harry Gallagher
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Sailing Instructions
1. RULES

(a) The regatta will be governed by the rules as defined in the Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS) and the rules of the International Etchells Class Association (IECA).

(b) The championship is sanctioned by the IECA as a Class B event.

2. ADVERTISING
Advertising will be restricted to Category A.


3. NOTICES TO COMPETITORS

Notices to competitors will be posted on the Official Notice Board located in the archway beside the Howth Marina Office.

4. CHANGES TO THE SAILING INSTRUCTIONS

Any change to the sailing instructions will be posted before 0900 hours on the day it will take effect, except that any change to the schedule of races will be posted before 2000 hours on the day before it will take effect.

5. SIGNALS MADE ASHORE

Signals made ashore will be displayed at the top of the Howth Marina bridge. 
When flag AP is displayed ashore ‘1 minute’ is replaced with “not less than 60 minutes” in the race signal AP.


6. REGISTRATION
The Race Office will be open for registration during the following times;
Friday 5th September: 1700hrs - 2100hrs
Saturday 6th September: 0830hrs - 0930hrs
Originals of Hull, Spars and Sail measurement certificates shall be presented at registration.

7. MEASUREMENT, INSPECTION AND CREW WEIGHT CHECKS
Boats and competitors shall be presented for measurement during the following times;
Friday 5th September: 1700hrs - 2100hrs
Saturday 6th September: 0830hrs - 0930hrs

(a) The combined crew weight of each boat will be determined prior to racing.

(b) A boat or equipment may be inspected at any time for compliance with the class rules and sailing instructions.  A boat may be instructed by the race committee or the protest committee to proceed immediately to a designated area for inspection.

(c) The sail numbers of 15% of boat crews selected randomly to be re-weighed may be posted before 20:00hrs on the day before weighing.
Crew weighing will take place in the race office at 0830hrs.

(d) If a boat’s crew exceeds the weight limit, or are not presented for weighing, she shall not compete in races sailed that day and shall be presented for re-weighing on the morning of the following race day.

(e) The scales for weighing will be available to the selected crews at the race office.

8. SCHEDULE OF RACES

Low water at Howth: September  6, 09.53 hours; September 7, 10.42 hours.
Saturday September 6 Race 1: Warning Signal 1030hrs.
  Race 2: Warning Signal as soon as practical after Race 1.
  Race 3: Warning Signal as soon as practical after Race 2.

At the discretion of the race Officer (strictly for weather reasons), Race 4 may be sailed on Saturday
Sunday September 7
Race 4: Warning Signal 1030hrs.
Race 5: Warning Signal as soon as practical after Race 4.
Race 6: Warning Signal as soon as practical after Race 5.

No race will be started after approximately1630hrs on Sunday September 7.

9. CLASS FLAG

The Class flag will be flag E.
10. RACING AREA

The racing area will be North of Howth Harbour.
Note: The starting area may be up to four miles from the harbour.

11. COURSES

(a)

After starting, marks shall be rounded to port (P) or starboard (S) as indicated in the following order;
Course 1: 1 P - 2 P – 3S/3P(gate) - 1 P - 2 P - 3P/3S(gate) – Finish.
Course 2: 1 P - 2 P – 3S/3P(gate) - 1 P - 2 P – Finish.
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(b) Gate marks 3S & 3P may not be in position before a start.

(c) No later than the warning signal, the race committee shall designate the course to be sailed by displaying the course number on both the port and starboard sides of the starting vessel.

(d) No race will be shortened earlier than mark 3 on the first round. 

12. MARKS

(a) Marks 1, 2, 3S & 3P will be large, BLACK inflatable buoys. 

(b) Substitute marks, as provided in instruction 14 will be large YELLOW inflatable buoys.

(c) The starting mark will be a large ORANGE inflatable buoy.

(d) The finishing mark will be a small RED spherical buoy.


13. THE START
The starting line will be between a red and white pole (or main mast) on the starting vessel and a large orange inflatable bouy. A boat starting later than 4 minutes after her starting signal will be scored DNS. This changes rule A4.

14. CHANGE OF COURSE AFTER THE START

This will be in accordance with RRS 33.

15. THE FINISH

The finishing line will be between the red and white pole (or main mast) of the Committee Boat displaying a blue flag and the finish mark.

16. TIME LIMIT

The time limit for course 1 shall be 3 hours and for course 2 shall be 2.5 hours from the starting signal. Any boat failing to finish within 30 minutes after the first boat has sailed the course and finished shall be scored DNF ‘did not finish’. This changes rules 35 and A4.

17. PENALTIES

(a) RULES 44.1 AND 44.2 ARE CHANGED SO THAT A TWO TURNS (720O) PENALTY, INCLUDING TWO TACKS AND TWO GYBES, IS REQUIRED WHERE A BOAT MAY HAVE BROKEN A RULE OF PART 2 OF THE RACING RULES OF SAILING WITHIN TWO BOAT LENGTHS OF A MARK, IN ALL OTHER CASES THE PENALTY FOR A BOAT BREAKING A RULE OF PART 2 OF THE RACING RULES OF SAILING WHILE RACING SHALL BE A ONE TURN (360O) PENALTY, INCLUDING ONE TACK AND ONE GYBE.
(b) A boat that has taken a penalty or retired under RRS 31 or 44 shall complete a declaration at the race office and lodge it within the protest time limit each day.

18. PROTESTS, PROTEST TIME AND HEARINGS

(a) Protests and requests for redress shall be delivered to the race office. Protest forms will be available there.

(b) The protest time limit is 2 hours after the last boat has finished the last race of the day. This changes rule 61.3.

(c) Notices of protests by the race committee or protest committee will be posted under rule 61.1(b).

(d) Notices will be posted within 15 minutes of the protest time limit to inform competitors of the scheduled time of hearings in which they are parties or named as witnesses. Hearings will be held in the protest committee room, on the first floor.

(e)
On the last day of the regatta:-

(i)
a request to re-open a hearing shall be delivered within the protest time limit if the party was informed of the decision on the previous day;

(ii)
a request to re-open a hearing shall be delivered no later than 30 minutes after the party was informed of the decision;

(iii)
the time limit for a request for redress based on posted results shall be 30 minutes.


This changes rules 62.2 and 66.

19. SCORING
(a) Four races are required to be completed to constitute a series. 
(b) If fewer than four races have been completed, a boat’s series score will be the total of her race scores. If four or more races are completed, a boat may discard her worst position in determining her series score.
20. REPLACEMENT OF CREW OR EQUIPMENT

(a)
Substitution of crew or equipment will not be allowed without prior written approval of the protest committee.

(b)
Requests for substitution shall be made to the protest committee in writing and are subject to verification of the eligibility of the substitute crew.

(c)
Crew substitutions will not be permitted for the purpose of making the weight limit.

21. SUPPORT BOATS

(a)
Team leaders, coaches, other support personnel and support boats shall stay outside areas where boats are racing from the time of the preparatory signal until all boats have finished or the race committee signals a postponement, general recall or abandonment. Support boats must register with the race office before the start of race 1 and be available to assist any boat at the direction of the race officer or safety boat.
(b)
Any breach of a sailing instruction by a coach or support boat may result in penalties being applied to any or all competitors serviced by that coach or support boat.  The penalty may be as the protest committee determines.  In addition a coach or support boat may, at the discretion of the protest committee, be barred from going afloat for a time period.

22. HAUL OUT RESTRICTIONS
All boats shall be afloat before 2100 hours on Friday 5 September and shall not be hauled out during the regatta except with and according to the terms of prior written permission of the protest committee.

23. DIVING EQUIPMENT AND PLASTIC POOLS

Underwater breathing apparatus and plastic pools or their equivalent shall not be used around competing boats between the preparatory signal for the first race and the end of the regatta.

24. RADIO COMMUNICATIONS
Competitors are advised to keep a listening watch on VHF Channel 69 where information relevant to racing may be broadcast. Should this information be broadcast, it shall not constitute outside assistance and shall not be the subject of any protest. Failure to broadcast this information shall not be the basis for any claim for redress. 
Competitors who retire from a race shall inform the Race Committee promptly by radio on Channel 69 

25. PRIZES/TROPHIES
Daily prizes will be awarded to the first, second and third placed boats in each race and will be presented as soon as possible after racing on each day. Overall prizes will be awarded to 1st, 2nd and 3rd places.


26. OFFICIAL BOATS
Official boats will be marked as follows;
Race committee boats: Orange flag. 
Protest committee boats: Flag J.

27. LIABILITY
Competitors participate in the regatta entirely at their own risk. See rule 4, Decision to Race.
No responsibility shall be accepted by H.Y.C. Events Limited and/or Howth Yacht Club and their respective officers, committee members servants or agents nor any sponsor, nor those officials or members connected with the regatta for any loss, damage or any claim of whatever nature however arising or caused in connection with the participation in or intended participation in this regatta.

28. INSURANCE
Each participating boat shall be insured with valid third-party liability insurance with a minimum cover of not less 1.5 million euro, per event, or the equivalent.
