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Howth Yacht Club

SAAB Optimist Eastern Championship

8th – 9th July 2006

Organised by HYC Events Ltd.
RULES

1.1 
The regatta will be governed by the rules as defined in The Racing Rules of Sailing for 2005 to 2008.

1.2
ISA prescriptions will apply.

1.3
IODA Class Rules will apply.
2
NOTICES TO COMPETITORS

             Notices to competitors will be posted on the Official Notice Board located in the archway beside the Marina Office.
3
CHANGES TO SAILING INSTRUCTIONS


Any change to the sailing instructions will be posted before 0900 on the day it will take effect, except that any change to the schedule of races will be posted by 2000 on the day before it will take effect. 

4 
SIGNALS MADE ASHORE

4.1
Signals made ashore will be displayed on the flag pole located at the entrance ramp to the Marina.
4.2
When flag AP is displayed ashore, ‘1 minute’ is replaced with ‘not less than 45 minutes’ in the race signal AP.

5           SCHEDULE OF RACES



5.1
Dates of racing Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th July. 
5.2        The starting time of the first race each day will be 10:30 hours. Three races  

are scheduled each day but the Race Officer at his discretion can get one race ahead of schedule. A maximum of four races can be sailed on any day.

5.3
When more than one race will be held on the same day, the warning signal for the second race and each succeeding race will be made as soon as practicable. To alert boats that a race will begin soon, an orange flag will be displayed with one sound for at least four minutes before a warning signal is displayed. This will be removed with one sound signal one minute before the warning signal.
5.4 On Sunday 9th July no race will be started after 15.30.
5.5 The Eastern Championships will consist of a maximum 6 races. A minimum of three races is required to constitute a championship.

6
CLASS FLAGS
  The class flag will be International Optimist Class Flag – ICF “O”.
7.          THE COURSE

The diagram in Attachment 1 shows the course, including the approximate angles between legs, the order in which marks are to be passed, and the side on which each mark is to be left. 
8
MARKS


Marks 1, and 2 will be black inflatable buoys, 3a and 3b will be orange cylindrical buoys.
9
THE START

9.1
Races will be started by using RRS 26 with the warning signal given 5 minutes before the starting signal.
 9.2      The start line will be between a red and white striped pole on the Starting Vessel and a black and white striped pole on a RIB. A mid-line mark (yellow, spherical) may be positioned as near as possible to a transit between the pole on the Starting Vessel and the pin-end mark.

10
THE FINISH


The finish will be between the mast of a Finishing Vessel flying a blue flag and a red spherical mark.
11
TIME LIMITS 
11.1
The time limit for each race is 70 minutes with a target time of 50 minutes. 
11.2       Boats failing to finish within 20 minutes after the first boat sails the course and

              finishes will be scored Did Not Finish. This changes rule 35 and A4.
12
PROTESTS AND REQUESTS FOR REDRESS
12.1       A competitor wishing to protest must advise the Race Officer on the Finishing Vessel directly after finishing the race in which the incident took place that they intend to lodge a protest.

12.2 
Protest forms are available at the race office. Protests shall be delivered there within the protest time limit.



12.3
The protest time limit is 90 minutes after the last boat has finished the last race of the day. The same time limit applies to protests by the race committee and protest committee about incidents they observe in the racing area and to requests for redress. This changes rules 61.3 and 62.2.

12.4  Protest Arbitration will be available for protests involving the rules of Part 2 - “When Boats Meet”. Details may be found in Attachment 2.
12.5  Notices will be posted within 30 minutes of the protest time limit to inform competitors of hearings in which they are parties or named as witnesses. Hearings will be held in the jury room. The location of the jury room will be identified on the official event notice board located in the clubhouse. 

12.6   Notices of protests by the race committee or protest committee will be posted to inform boats under rule 61.1(b). 



12.7   On the last day of the championship a request for reopening a hearing shall be delivered
(a)
within the protest time limit if the party requesting reopening was informed of the decision on the previous day;



(b)
no later than 30 minutes after the party requesting reopening was informed of the decision on that day. 
           This changes rule 66.
 12.8  Breaches of Instructions 14.1, 14.2, 14.3, 15.1, 15.2, 17.1, 17.2, 17.3, 17.4, will not be grounds for a protest by a boat. This changes rule 60.1(A). Penalties for these breaches may be less than disqualification, if the protest committee so decides.  
 13      SCORING
 13.1   3 races will constitute a series.
 13.2   When fewer than four races have been completed, a boat’s series score will be the total of her race scores.

 13.3   When from four to six races have been completed, a boat’s series score will be the total of her race scores excluding her worst score.
14       SAFETY REGULATIONS
14.1    A check-out and check-in system will operate: Each competitor will be issued with a   trolley tag number at registration which must be fixed to the competing boat’s launching trolley.

14.2   Before going afloat each competitor must remove his/her tag number from the    Safety Board located at the slipway and place it in the receptacle provided.

         On returning ashore each competitor must do likewise.
14.3  A boat that retires from a race shall notify the race committee as soon as    possible. On returning ashore, he/she must comply with 14.2 above.
15       EQUIPMENT AND MEASUREMENT CHECKS
15.1    All boats shall hold a valid measurement certificate that shall be presented at   

            registration. Boats and equipment (i.e. foils, spars and sail) shall not be changed  

            during an event except in the case of damage, and then only with the approval of    the  IODAI Measurer. Should the damage be deemed minor or trivial then the change of equipment shall be deemed to have been for material gain and the result(s) in the race(s) in which it was used, shall be changed to a Retiral. In all cases of changed equipment the new equipment shall have to undergo re-measurement as soon as practical. Equipment may be stamped at registration.

15.2   A boat or equipment may be inspected at any time for compliance with the class rules and sailing instructions. On the water, a boat can be instructed by a race committee measurer to proceed immediately to a designated area for inspection. 

16      OFFICIAL BOATS

          Official boats will be identified on the official event notice board. 

17 
SUPPORT BOATS
17.1    Support boats shall register with the Organising Committee at competitor   

           registration.
17.2    Support boats shall be identified with a blue flag with white numbering, issued at  

           registration. This flag must be flown at all times.
17.3    A boat shall not be assisted by an unregistered boat.
17.4    Support Boats must stay 100m distant from the race area.
17.5   To assist in an emergency or at the request of the race committee support boats   

            will be permitted to leave the ‘Support Boat Zones’.
18       DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY

Competitors participate in the championship entirely at their own risk. See rule 4, Decision to Race. The organizing authority will not accept any liability for material damage or personal injury or death sustained in conjunction with or prior to, during, or after the event. 

19      INSURANCE

Each participating boat shall be insured with valid third-party liability insurance with a minimum cover of €1,500,000€1,500 or the equivalent.

ATTACHMENT 1  to  SAILING INSTRUCTIONS

Course Diagram
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TIDES

Sat 8th H.W. 10.00

Sun 9th H.W. 10.56

ATTACHMENT 2 to SAILING INSTRUCTIONS

1      ARBITRATION SYSTEM
1.1   As an alternative to a complete protest hearing by the protest committee for the decision of the arbitrator. an alleged breach of a rule of Part 2, competitors may be given the choice of using an arbitration system. A condition for this is that the parties present at the time scheduled for the hearing agree to accept the decision of the arbitrator. The arbitration system changes rules 63 and 64.
1.2   The arbitrator will be an experienced International Judge. He will take the evidence of the parties and give his opinion as to any rule breaches. This opinion will be binding as a protest decision on the parties. However, the hearing may be reopened under rule 66. If a party to a hearing asks for a reopening, the penalty, if any, will be DSQ. If the arbitrator refers the case to the protest committee, or the protest committee initiates a reopening, the penalty will be the penalty prescribed in instruction 1.3 below, or a greater penalty.
1.3   If the arbitrator penalises a boat, the penalty will be a scoring penalty of 30% (rounded up to the next whole number) of the number of entrants in the fleet. See rule 44.3(c).
1.4   If, at the time of offering the arbitration system to the parties, any of the parties refuse to accept the system, the protest will be heard by the protest committee and the penalty score becomes DSQ or more (DNE).
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