
From Gerard Dyson (Alchemy, 800)

Royal Yorkshire Yacht Club

Sunday 19th June

Tony and Rosie Salstonstall picked me up at home in York at 7 am on Thursday morning, towing our boat, Alchemy No. 800. I had gone across the previous night for yet another marina meeting at the Royal Yorkshire Yacht Club and had taken my cases and sailing gear, so there was no delay in setting off on our trip to Holyhead. We had our usual full breakfast at the “OK Diner” (recommended), just after leaving the motorway system and entering Wales, and got to Holyhead SC at 11:30.

The bar opened at 12 and Fluker and Matt, Rasco (Craig) and Miller (Dave), Simon and Steve (of Spoof), Peter and Liz Ticehurst (from RYYC), Peter White, Stuart and Peter, plus others I can’t think of at the moment, all converged for the pre-arranged (on the Squib website, www.squibs.co.uk) pre-ferry drinks. I would like it be known that I bought this lot the first round and yes I am a Yorkshire man!!

An easy crossing on not a very full ferry – how do they make it pay I wonder? I am told it is often full of BMWs for the Irish market. Watched the TV and the one-day test against Bangladesh. Our side got in during the crossing and by the time we got to Dublin they had won.

Led the fleet off the ferry as we knew the way and met the usual energetic and friendly Gillian Guinness, sunning herself on the balcony of the Howth Yacht Club. As it was about 7pm we all left the boats in the yard for the following day and tested the Guinness!

We are staying at Fergus O’Kelly’s mum’s house, which is only about two miles away from the club at Sutton. We unpacked and then went out for a very nice meal at “The Big Blue”, overlooking the marina and YC. So good we have now been twice, again can be recommended (mainly fish, but the steak is excellent).

Boat launched the following day, weight 686 kg, but happy with that and ready for the rest to arrive. Went for a sail to check everything on our new rig worked. More Guinness and excellent lunch by the very good catering facilities and staff. What a Yacht Club – Wide screen plasma TV to watch South Africa versus France in Rugby Union. Went sailing with Fergus to tell us a bit about the tides. More Guinness. Following day, Sunday, Practice race - light winds – ended up 13th. First race put the mast back by adding a shackle and won by 6 inches!
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