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Monday 20th June
The 8 Royal North boats made it down to Howth in dribs and drabs over the Friday and Saturday. After measurement and weighing (the loadcell was weighing light, and the price of lead in Howth had skyrocketed– typical!) and everybody safely in the water, it was time to get down to business – eating and drinking. Peter, our social secretary, had us already booked into El Paso and under orders we all headed there for some fajitas and decaf Irish coffees, which was apparently a new one to the El Paso staff.

So Sunday morning dawned with beautiful sunshine and a perfect Force 2. The Practice Race was a bit of a disaster for all RNIYC skippers, bar Fagin who managed a 5th. Well done Greg and Leah. However the race was definitely a learning experience for those who hadn’t raced in Howth’s tides before.

The first official race got underway shortly afterwards (12:30 approximately). Toy for the Boys made an impressive start to their series with a fourth. The only other RNIYC boat who managed to creep into the top twenty (16th) was Aidan O’Connell and Sian McCleave’s Blue.

Racing finished dangerously early resulting in 3 DME Awards, namely Gregory Bell, Mark Brien and, our esteemed class captain, Fred Campbell. Hangovers galore and mass dispensing of asprin ensued before the start of Race 2.

Much to everyone’s surprise Day 2 was also sunny and light. Fagin (as usual) led the convoy out to the race area. However all Fagin’s and Blue’s hard work sussing out the beat early was rubbished as the wind turned 180º – back to square 1!

The start was always going to be tricky with the ebb tide pushing everyone over the line. David Lovegrove was true to his word and by the third start the fleet was blackflagged. As I write no results are up. However it is safe to say that Peter Wallace and Michael Wright are in great form with 2 fourths. The 2 Marks (826) also had a great race ending up in the top ten. The rest of the RNIYC Fleet didn’t fare so well. Ah well there is always tomorrow!

Special mention must go to the boats who have made it to the nationals for the first time – East Coast Joy (Norma and Phil Heaton), Born Wild (Thomas Anderson and Norman Crawford) and Tai Pan (Michael Ennis and Gerry Reid.

So racings over and I’m writing, whilst sitting on the wall, watching the guys playing football in their bare chests. Ah well…..
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