Airtricity National Squib Championships

Howth Yacht Club

Sunday 19th June to Friday 24th June

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Event Review

by Phil Merry

The Airtricity National Squib Championships was held at the Howth Yacht Club and had 82 entrants. The championships was to be decided over six race, one each day from the 19th to the 24th June, with a practice race on the first day also. Conditions over the week were excellent with warm sun and a range of winds from light to force 5.

The first race was won by Tony Saltonstall and Gerard Dyson in 800 Alchemy. The defending champions Chris and Mark Hogan were in eighth place, which fuelled speculation that maybe their four year reign was to be broken.

The Hogans were back on form by the second race with a second place to Owen Delaney and Mark Duffield in 50 Firebird, who now shared the overall lead with Peter Wallace and Mike Wright, sailing 818 Toy for the Boys.
On the third day following a general recall, the race officer raised the Z flag, indicating that a 20% points penalty would be applied to boats over the line in the last minute. However another general recall, resulted in twelve boats being penalised by 16 points each. It was found necessary on succeeding days to raise the Z flag to achieve a clean start.

This race was won by Roger Harris and his crew Mark Thomson in Misfire 127. Chris and Mark Hogan repeated their performance of the previous day with a second place. This enabled the Hogans to become the event leaders, however only one point ahead of Owen Delaney.

With the fourth race enabling one result to be discarded, there was much interest from the competitors, especially those who had been Z flag penalised the previously.

The race started with light winds and the tide having just turned, as the race progressed the winds picked up to force 4 to 5 and the tide to a substantial ebb. Chris and Mark Hogan cemented their position as overall leaders with a first in this race.

Starting race five the Hogans were nine points clear of the rest, however their sixth place on the day was sufficient to give them the championship with one race yet to go, for an unprecedented five championships in succession.

The fifth race was won by Aidan O’Connell and Sian McCleave in 793 Blue which was a first race win by an Irish boat in this event since 1993. And the fact that this occurred at an Irish venue was a definite cause for celebration.

Whilst the championship had been decided before the sixth and final race, there was a battle on the cards for second place with three boats sharing joint second before the race and another boat a point behind them.

The battle for first place in the race was between other boats, namely the previous day’s winner 793 Blue and Tony Saltonstall and Gerard Dyson in 800 Alchemy, who ultimately took the gun. They were the only boat to have two wins in the event.

OVERALL RESULTS

	1ST 
	136
	RICO’SHEA (SCYC)
	Chris & Mark Hogan
	14 pts

	2nd 
	65
	BANSHEE (SCYC)
	Nigel Harris & John Stephenson
	33 pts

	3rd 
	800
	ALCHEMY (RYYC)
	Tony Saltonstall & Gerard Dyson
	34 pts 

	4th 
	17
	NIMBUS (SCYC)
	Alan Johnson & Dave Garlick
	34 pts 

	5th 
	127
	MISFIRE (SCSC)
	Roger Harris & Mark Thompson
	41 pts

	6th 
	797
	CROSSFIRE (SCYC)
	D Best & P Richards
	42 pts

	7th 
	50
	FIREBIRD (L&OBYC)
	Owen Delaney & Mark Duffield
	46 pts

	8th 
	83
	EASY (FFSC)
	David White & Peter Ballam
	53 pts

	9th 
	47
	INSATIABLE (RAYC)
	John & Louise Bibby
	54 pts

	10th 
	823
	HUMPHREY (RCYC)
	Robert Coyle & Mark Rawinsky
	57 pts

	11th 
	793
	BLUE (RNIYC)
	Aidan O’Connell & Sian McCleave
	60 pts

	12th 
	754
	MAYHEM (SCYC)
	S Allso & G Pritchard
	63 pts


For full results see www.hyc.ie

