Airtricity National Squib Championships

Howth Yacht Club

Sunday 19th June to Friday 24th June

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Day 3 Report - Tuesday 21st June

by Andy Sargent & Phil Merry

Race No 3 of 6

In contrast to the first two days of light winds and sun, the day started quite fresh and overcast, which indicated that it could live up to the forecast of force 4 to 5. This was not the case and the wind settled to a south-westerly of 10 to 15 knots.

The start sequence commenced on time at 11:30, however over enthusiasm from the fleet resulted in a general recall. The next start was under a Z flag and with a dozen of the previous days competitors having sustained a 20% points penalty for violating the Z flag, this move curbed the over eagerness and the seventy nine boats got off to a clean start.

With an increasing tide moving across the course and a choppy sea, the competitors fanned out to both sides of the course chasing clean air and the various localised lifts that were there.

At the weather mark, it was Roger Harris and his crew Mark Thomson from the South Caernavonshire club in their boat Misfire 127, who led with Peter Byrne and crew Chris Shackelton of the host club in pursuit in Aurora 671. They were followed by Bryan and Jenny Riley in their distinctive yellow boat Brimstone 73.

The course was a four lap Olympic, and the two boats held their places until the third beat, when Aurora took the right side, which proved to be slower and allowed the defending champions Chris and Mark Hogan in their boat Rico’shea 136 to move into the top three.

At the top of the third beat, it was Misfire, Brimstone and Rico’shea followed by Nimbus 17, sailed by Alan Johnson and Dave Garlick, then Easy 83, sailed by David White and Peter Ballam.

Misfire maintained the lead position through to the final gun, however the battle for second place was hotly contested with Brimstone and Rico’shea taking it at various stages of the race. At the gun it was Rico’shea that got there ahead of Brimstone.

After three races, the defending champion Chris and Mark Hogan have become the event leaders with 12 points. While they have not yet had a win, they have sailed consistently with two seconds. In close pursuit are Owen Delaney and Mark Duffield in their boat Firebird 50, with 14 points. These are followed by a chasing pack of five boats with a points range of twenty three to twenty nine points.

With three races yet to sail and a discard to be applied, the competition is still very open.

RACE RESULTS 21 June 2005

RACE 3 

	1ST 
	127
	MISFIRE (SCYC)
	R HARRIS & M THOMPSON

	2nd 
	136
	RICO’SHEA (SCYC)
	C & M Hogan

	3rd 
	73
	BRIMSTONE (L&OB)
	B & J Riley

	4th 
	17
	NIMBUS (SCYC)
	Alan Johnson & Dave Garlick

	5th 
	83
	EASY (FFSC)
	D White & Peter Ballam

	6th 
	820
	FIREBIRD (W&OBYC)
	O Delaney & I Duffield

	7th 
	823
	HUMPHREY (RCYC)
	R Coyle & M Rawinsky

	8th 
	754
	MAYHEM (SCYC)
	S Allso & G Pritchard

	9th 
	65
	BANSHEE (SCYC)
	N Harris & J Stephenson

	10th 
	47
	INSATIABLE (RAYC)
	J & L Bibby


OVERALL 

	1ST 
	136
	RICO’SHEA (SCYC)
	C & M Hogan
	12 pts

	2nd 
	50
	FIREBIRD (W&OBYC)
	O Delaney & M Duffield
	14 pts

	3rd
	65
	BANSHEE (SCYC)
	N Harris & J Stephenson
	23 pts

	4th 
	17
	NIMBUS (SCYC)
	Alan Johnson & Dave Garlick
	24 pts

	5th 
	127
	MISFIRE (SCYC)
	R Harris & M Thompson
	25 pts


Full results see www.hyc.ie

