Airtricity National Squib Championships

Howth Yacht Club

Sunday 19th June to Friday 24th June

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Day 1 Report -  Sunday 19th June

by Andy Sargent & Phil Merry
Practice Race

The Airtricity National Squib Championships hosted by Howth Yacht Club got under way in ideal sailing conditions with 82 entries gracing the start line.  This year’s championships have competitors from virtually all of the many recognised squib fleets throughout the British Isles.  

The first race held in the event is the practice race which got under way on schedule at 10.30 am.  Winds were relatively light 5-8 knots in a steady westerly breeze.  The start line was very fair and the fleet were away first time, with no OCS infringements.

Squib No 47 Insatiable, John & Lou Bibby (RAYC) popped out to lead at the weather mark but promptly touched the mark and it was the legendry Owen Delaney and Mark Duffield (Waveney & Oulton Broad YC) sailing Firebird 50 who was first to hoist the spinnaker, closely followed by a well known fleet leader Fagin 100 sailed by Greg Bell & Leah McLeave (RNIYC).
These three boats had a reasonable lead and as the race progressed reigning National Champion, Chris and Mark Hogan, Rico’Shea 136 (SCYC) showed what speed and tactics it takes to be a front runner.  They were closely followed by another SCYC pair, Steve Allso and Glen Pritchard in Mayhem 754.  The Race Officer took advantage of steady conditions and shortened the race at the leeward mark.  The final shake up saw Insatiable 47 take 1st place, defending champion Rico’Shea 136 2nd place and Mayhem 754 3rd place.

Race No 1 of 6

The OOD set another excellent start line with a fleet spanning the full length of the start line.  Fantome 730 sailed by Andy Sargent (HYC) was the only OCS infringement.  Again the fleet split with a number opting for an inshore and lesser tide option.  The winds were again relatively steady with more gains to be had on either side of the course.

The first beat was sailed in very close quarters and taking advantage of the lesser tide inshore it was Alan Johnson and Dave Garlick (SCYC) sailing Nimbus 17 were first to the weather mark closely followed by Peter Wallace and Mike Wright sailing Toys for the Boys 818 (RNIYC) and Alchemy 800 sailed by Gerard Dyson and Tony Saltonstall (RYYC).

The second beat saw the same three fight it out and it was Alchemy 800 who led from Nimbus 17 and Toys for the Boys 818 at the weather mark.  This beat saw a lot of hopefuls fall foul of being on the right side of a 30 degree wind shift to port.  It was however good tactics that saw these three hold their lead.

The downwind legs proved very close and the following beat saw Smiffy’s Nimble 38 sailed by Peter White and Matt Byrne (Felixstowe FYC) take full advantage of every shift and popped into the lead ahead of Alchemy 800 and Confusion 94 sailed by Peter Horton and David Gooch (L&O BYC) at what was to be the last windward leg.

The OOD conscious of the time limit shortened the course on the downwind sausage leg and it was to be battle royal between Nimbus 38 and Alchemy 800.  Both boats jousted with each other for the entire 1.2 mile run and it was finally Alchemy 800 who took the smoke in a photo finish with Nimbus 38 conceding 2nd place by a mere 1 second.    

RACE RESULTS 19/06/05

RACE 1 

1ST 
800 
ALCHEMY (RYYC)


G Dyson & T Saltonstall

2nd 
38
SMIFFY’S NIMBLE (FFSC)

P White & M Byrne

3rd 
94
CONFUSION (W&OBYC)

P Horton & D Gooch

4th 
818
TOYS FOR THE BOYS (RNIYC)
P Wallace & M Wright

5th 
17
NIMBUS (SCYC)


A Johnson & D Garlick

6th 
65 
BANSHEE (SCYC)


N Harris & J Stephenson

7th 
50
FIREBIRD (W&OBYC)

O Delaney & I Duffield

8th 
136
RICO’SHEA (SCYC)


C & M Hogan


Full results see www.hyc.ie
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