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2005 CHAMPIONSHIPS
5th, 6th  & (7th) August 2005

SAILING INSTRUCTIONS

1. ORGANISING AUTHORITY

The Howth Seventeen Footer Association Open Championship 2005 is organised by Howth Yacht Club Events Limited with the generous assistance of our sponsors.

2. RULES AND ELIGIBILITY

The event will be governed by the current Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS), the I.S.A. prescriptions, the Class Rules, the sailing Regulations of Howth Yacht Club (where relevant), these Sailing Instructions and any amendments thereto. 

3. ENTRIES

Entries shall be accepted up to 20.00 hrs on Thursday 4th August. Late entries may be accepted up to the start of racing at the discretion of the Race Organiser.

4.
ALTERATION TO SAILING INSTRUCTIONS

Any change to the sailing instructions including any change to the schedule of races will be posted on the notice board outside the Howth Yacht Club Marina Office not less than two hours before the scheduled start of racing on the day it will take effect.

5.
SCHEDULE OF RACES

Races are scheduled as follows:

Date



Warning Signal

Start
Fri. 5th  August

19.05 hrs.


19.10 hrs.

Sat. 6th  August

10.45 hrs


10.50 hrs

Sun.7th  August

As required by the Race Officer

A minimum of four races shall constitute a championship. 

It is intended to sail five races. Should it not be possible to complete five races by the end of sailing on Saturday 6th, the Race Officer may decide that the event is completed after four races or he may decide to hold a further race or races on Sunday 7th to complete the event.

6. RACING AREA

The race area shall be in the normal racing waters for club races.

7. COURSES

The race scheduled for Friday evening shall be a normal Club course, with an East Pier start and finish. (See Howth Yacht Club Sailing Regulations and Course Card)

The races scheduled for Saturday shall be Windward /Leeward courses with a Committee Boat start and finish.
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Marks 1, 2 and 3 shall be rounded to port in that order. The course shall be Start –1-2-3-1-2-3 – Finish = 2 rounds, unless shortened.

Races shall be sailed back to back. 

The course for any race or races to be held on Sunday 7th shall be decided by the Race Officer. The course may be either a normal club course with an East Pier start and finish or it may be a Windward/ Leeward course as described above.

8.
SHORTENING COURSE (Committee Boat Starts)

The course may be shortened at mark 1 or 3 in accordance with RRS Race Signals “S”. 

Should the Race Officer wish to shorten a race to finish upwind at the start/finish line (the boats having finished one round), he will signal this by displaying code flag “S” from a RIB to windward of Mark 3 accompanied by repeated sound signals. This changes RRS Race Signal “S”.

9.
STARTING AND FINISHING LINES (Committee Boat starts)

The Starting line will be between the red and white pole (or main mast) on the Committee Boat and an Outer Distance Mark, a yellow buoy, which shall be left to port when starting

The Finishing line will be between the red and white pole (or main mast) on the Committee boat displaying a blue flag and the Outer Distance Mark, an orange buoy.

10. STARTING PROCEDURE

The starting procedure and signals shall be as per Howth Yacht Club Sailing Regulations for a single class.

11.
MARKS (Committee Boat Starts)

The normal Howth Yacht Club black inflatable marks will be used for marks 1 and 3, a small orange inflatable for mark 2, a yellow inflatable as the Outer Distance Mark for starting and an orange inflatable as the Outer Distance Mark for finishing. Any mark may be replaced by a Dan or similar mark at the discretion of the Race Officer.

12.
TIME LIMIT

The time limit for the Friday evening race shall be 20.45 hrs and provided a boat finishes within the time limit, it shall be extended by 15 minutes for subsequent finishers.

For the Saturday races, there shall be no fixed time limit. The Race Officer may shorten course at a mark, but not to less than one round. If no boat completes one round in less than 60 minutes, that Race will be abandoned.

13. PENALTY FOR BREAKING A RULE OF PART 2

RRS 44.1 “Taking a Penalty” and RRS 44.2 “720 degree Turns Penalty” shall apply 

14.
PROTESTS

Protests and Requests for Redress shall be written on an official ISA Protest Form and shall be delivered to the Protest Box in the Clubhouse hallway not later than 90 minutes after the finishing time of the last boat in the last race of the day.

Details of Hearings will be posted on the Official Club Notice Board a.s.a.p. thereafter.

15. SCORING

The scoring system shall be as per RRS Appendix A- Low Point System except that A4.2 is replaced by the wording of A9 from (1st line) …….  “a boat that came to the starting area but did not start, did not finish, retired after finishing or was disqualified shall be scored points for the finishing place one more than the number of boats that came to the starting area. A boat that did not come to the starting area shall be scored points for the finishing place one more than the number of boats entered in the series.”

If five races are completed, a boat may exclude her worst score.
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