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Regatta Fleet Information

What is the Purpose of the Regatta Fleet?
The intention is to take the group of Regatta Sailors that currently have some basic sailing skills, but are not yet ready to race competitively. Participation in the Regatta Fleet event will give them an introduction to racing and will help them understand what is involved in racing in the main fleet.

Is the Regatta Fleet the same as the Junior Fleet that existed up to 2002?

No it is not. The Junior fleet was the same as the Bronze fleet and it was decided to merge the Gold, Silver and Bronze fleets together to provide better race experience for the Bronze fleet sailor. The Regatta fleet is purely to provide an event for the inexperienced Optimist sailor where the emphasis is on fun and learning as opposed to competitive racing.

How Do You Decide Whether to Enter the Regatta or Main Fleet?

For the Regatta fleet, the target age group is 8 plus; but it clearly depends upon ability.

If a young sailor has raced with other optimists in local regattas and has completed the course with confidence, then he/she should be looking at entering the bronze fleet. 

If the sailor struggled a bit in a fleet of other optimists, the Regatta Fleet is the ideal opportunity for him/her to learn some Optimist sailing skills under the watchful eyes of a top Optimist coach.

Can a Sailor Change Fleet During the Event?

If a sailor enters the main fleet and finds it a bit ‘tough’, they can go into the Regatta fleet for the last two days if they notify the Race Office by 17:00 on Thursday 19 Aug. to allow for changes to be made.

If a Regatta entrant finds that he/she is ‘too good’ for the Regatta fleet, then a request can be made to move up to the Bronze Fleet for the final day once the Race office is notified by 17:00 on Friday 20 Aug.  
Will there be any Racing in the Regatta Fleet?

Although the emphasis is on fun, it is clear that sailors of all levels of ability and age like the excitement of some racing. To satisfy this and to provide a taste of what it is like in the main fleet, the Lead Coach will endeavour to run about three races each day. The same sailing instructions apply as to the Main fleet but the Lead Coach has the discretion to modify the programme as he sees fit during the course of the event.

Is there Free Coaching for the Regatta Fleet?

If you are planning to sail in the Regatta Fleet at the IODAI National’s, the special coaching is provided by IODAI (at no extra cost). This initiative is to bring more young sailors into the sport and to start them off with the best instruction.

What about Prizes for the Regatta Fleet?

There will be a range of prizes; some will be for racing and others for a range of novelty and surprise competitions that the coach will disclose each day. 

Clubs are asked to encourage their young, up & coming sailors to join in the Regatta Fleet Fun.

If you have any suggestions or questions about the Regatta Fleet at IODAI events, please contact:

· John Leech (IODAI Training & Coaching)
 johnleech@iws.ie
087 678 9600
