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 (The Irish Cruiser Racing Association Championships 2004)

At Howth Yacht Club

Friday 14, Saturday 15 and Sunday 16 May 2004
NOTICE OF RACE

1. 
ORGANISING AUTHORITY
1.1
The Irish Cruiser Racing Association (ICRA) Championships 2004 are organised by HYC Events Ltd. 

1.2
All entries and enquiries should be addressed to: The Secretary, HYC Events Ltd., Howth Yacht Club, Harbour Road, Howth, Co. Dublin. Telephone: 01 - 8322141, Fax: 01 - 8392430, email: admin@hyc.ie, website: www.hyc.ie 

2.
RULES AND ELIGIBILITY
2.1
Races will be sailed under the Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS), the Prescriptions of the Irish Sailing Association, the IRC handicap rule, the ECHO handicap rule and this Notice of Race except as modified by the Sailing Instructions and any amendments thereto.

2.2
Entries are accepted at the sole discretion of the Organising Committee.

2.3
Eligible boats are those in the Divisions which comply with the relevant handicapping systems and comply with the  definition of a cruiser in the ICRA Constitution.

2.4 The Organising Committee reserves the right to refuse an entry to the series if in its opinion there is a conflict between a competitor’s sponsor and the event sponsor.

2.5 In Division 0, professionals (ISAF sailor category 3) are permitted. In classes 1, 2 and 3 only amateurs and semi-professionals (ISAF sailor categories 1 and 2) shall be permitted.

2.6 Competitors in the IRC Divisions shall have endorsed certificates.

2.7 The Crew Limitation shall be IRC+1

3.
DIVISIONS
3.1 Boats will be divided as follows on the basis of their IRC Handicap or ISA Standard ECHO Reference (subject to the Committee’s right to allocate a boat to any division).  

           Division  0
Ratings of 1.036 and above

Division  1
Ratings between 0.980 and 1.035

Division  2
Ratings between 0.915 and 0.979

           Division  3
Ratings between 0.830 and 0.914

3.2 Divisions 0 and 1 will race as Fleet 1, however, they will race as separate divisions.

Divisions 2 and 3 will race as Fleet 2, however, they will race as separate divisions.

4. SCHEDULE OF RACES
4.1     The starting sequence for races will be:


Fleet 1
Division  0
Fleet  2
Division  2



Division  1

Division  3

4.2    The schedule of races will be as follows:

Friday 14 May
Fleet 1:
2  “Round the Cans” races. (Race area B)



The Warning Signal for Race 1 (Division 0) will be displayed at 1055



The Warning Signals for Race 2 will be displayed as soon as practical after Race 1 


Fleet 2:
 3  “ Windward Leeward” races. (Race area A)

 

The Warning Signal for Race 1 (Division 2) will be displayed at 1055



The Warning Signals for Race 2 will be displayed as soon as practical after Race 1

                         

The Warning Signals for Race 3 will be displayed as soon as practical after Race 2 

 Saturday 15 May
Fleet 1:
3  “ Windward Leeward” races. (Race area A)



The Warning Signal for Race 3 (Division 0) will be displayed at 1055

    

The Warning Signals for Race 4 will be displayed as soon as practical after Race 3



The Warning Signals for Race 5 will be displayed as soon as practical after Race 4 


Fleet 2:
2  “ Round the Cans” races. (Race area B)

        

The Warning Signal for Race 4 (Division 2) will be displayed at 1055



The Warning Signals for Race 5 will be displayed as soon as practical after Race 4                              

Sunday 16 May
Fleet 1:
Race 6  “Trapezoid Course” race. (Race area A)



The Warning Signal for Race 6 (Division 0) will be displayed at 1055



Race 7  “Round the Cans” race. (Race area B)

       

The Warning Signals for Race 7 will be displayed as soon as practical after Race 6


Fleet 2 :
Race 6  “ Round the Cans” race. (Race area B)



The Warning Signal for Race 6 (Division 2) will be displayed at 1055



Race 7  “Trapezoid Course” race. (Race area A)



The Warning Signal for Race 7 will be displayed as soon as practical after Race 6

The Race Committee reserves the right to amend the Schedule of Races depending on prevailing conditions.

4.3     One discard will be permitted if six or seven races are completed. If five or fewer races are completed there shall be no

           discard.

4.3
Three races shall constitute a Championship.

5.
ENTRIES
5.1
Entries shall be made on-line by accessing the Club’s website www.hyc.ie or on the entry form. A copy of the boat’s signed current IRC endorsed certificate shall be included with the entry or available for inspection at registration.

5.2
Entries will be accepted for the full series only; boats may not enter for individual races.

5.3
The closing date for entries shall be 1800 on Monday 10 May, 2004.

6.
LATE ENTRIES
6.1
Entries received after 1800 on Monday 10 May, 2004 will be accepted only at the discretion of the Organising Committee and upon payment of an additional late entry fee of €20.

7.
SAIL NUMBERS / IDENTIFICATION
7.1 Each boat shall show a distinguishing number on its spinnaker and on each side of its mainsail, which shall be the same number as declared on the Entry Form. Where relevant the same number shall be shown on the genoa.

7.2 Should a boat wish to change its sail number from that on the Entry Form, written notice shall be given to the Principal Race Officer before the Warning Signal of the particular race concerned. Failure to comply with this requirement shall result in the boat's disqualification; RRS Rule 63.1 is accordingly amended.

7.3 All boats shall fly their relevant division numeral pennants from the backstay. Any boat not doing so shall be disqualified; RRS 63.1 is accordingly amended.

8.
HANDICAPS.

8.1 IRC certificates shall have a validity date no later than 7 May. All IRC ratings shall remain in force for the series. A signed copy of the current rating certificate shall be available on board for inspection.

8.2 ICRA reserves the right to inspect any boat to ensure compliance with IRC certificates.

8.3 ECHO handicaps will be reviewed and may be revised during the Championship by the handicapping authority for the event. The act of handicap adjustment or failure to adjust will not be grounds for redress.

8.4 Revised ECHO handicaps will be published on the official notice board not later than 1000 on the day they are to take effect.

9.     PRIZES/TROPHIES
9.1
Daily prizes will be awarded to the winner of each division, on an aggregate basis and will be presented as soon as possible after racing. Overall prizes will be awarded on the basis of number of entries as follows: 2 boats =1st, 5 boats = 2nd, 8 or more boats = 3rd.

10.
REGISTRATION AND SAILING INSTRUCTIONS
10.1 Registration and Sailing instructions will be available at the Race Office at the following times: -


Wednesday 12 May from 1800 - 2130

           Thursday 13 May from 0930 - 2100

           Friday 14 May from 0830

11.    RACING AREA
11.1 Races will be sailed in the waters North of Howth, starts may be up to four miles North of Howth Harbour

11.2 There will be two race areas:

i) Race Area A for the Windward/Leeward and Trapezoid Courses

ii) Race Area B for the Round the Cans courses


Each Race Area will have its own Committee boat.

12.  MARINA BERTHS
12.1 Marina berths will be available for competitors, free of charge, from 1200 on Thursday 13 May to 1200 on Monday 17 May. These will be allocated on arrival and are subject to suitable space availability. 

14.
SOCIAL
14.1 Entertainment will be provided after racing each day. 

14.2 Competitors are granted temporary membership of Howth Yacht Club for each race day subject only to the provisions of the Club rules for withdrawing or withholding such membership.

14.3 The attention of all participants is drawn to the car parking regulations in the vicinity of the Club. These are rigidly enforced by the Harbour Authority.

15. SPONSORSHIP

15.1     Howth Yacht Club and ICRA are very pleased to welcome Saab as our sponsors at this year’s event.
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