HOWTH  YACHT  CLUB

FINGAL  CHALLENGE  2004

Organised by HYC Events Ltd.  (In association with Malahide Yacht Club)

 SATURDAY 29th MAY 2004 TO SATURDAY 21st AUGUST 2004
Sailing Instructions
PRINCIPAL RACE OFFICER - Peter McKenna
 Introduction

These sailing instructions do not apply to the races on the 12th June and the 21st August. On these dates the Sailing Instructions of HYC Lambay Races and MYC Regatta apply respectively.

1. RULES:

Races shall be sailed under the Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS), ISA Prescriptions, the Rules of each class concerned, the Notice of Race, these Sailing Instructions and any amendments thereto. 

2. NOTICE TO COMPETITORS:

The Official Notice Board is located in the hallway of Howth Yacht Club. The Results Board is in the archway beside the Marina Office. 

3. ALTERATIONS TO SAILING INSTRUCTIONS:

Flag "L" displayed on the Flag pole at the top of the Marina bridge denotes that a change of Sailing Instruction has been made, details of which are posted on the Official Notice Board. Any change in the Sailing Instructions will be displayed at least 1.5 hours before the scheduled start of the first race so affected.

4. DATES AND TIDE TIMES:

RACE NO.                 

H.W (Local)
         RACE NO.                                     H.W. (Local)

1
Saturday 29th May 
2041


4
Saturday 24th July
1706  

2  
Saturday 12th June 
2110


5 
Saturday 21st August 
1542  

3
Saturday 10th July
1915


5. SCHEDULE OF RACES:

Class                      Flag                 Warning Signal
   Start
Class 1
No. 1
1500
1505

Class 2
No. 2
1505
1510

Class 3
No. 3
1510
1515

Puppeteer 22
A

1515
1520

6. STARTING AREA:

The Starting Area will be North of Howth Harbour, Committee Boat "Free Enterprise" (or substitute). Note: The Starting Area may be up to three miles from the Harbour.
 

7. STARTING LINE:

The Starting Line shall be between a red and white pole (or main mast) on the Committee Boat and an orange buoy.

8. STARTING SIGNALS:

Please note that for races no’s 1 3 & 4 a Warning Signal will be made at 1500 and starts shall be in accordance with RRS 26. For Races no. 2 & 5 see relevant Sailing Instructions.
 
9. COURSES:

Courses shall be as per the FINGAL CHALLENGE 2004 Course Card, which forms part of these Sailing Instructions. 

10. COURSE DESIGNATION:                                                                                                                                 

Courses shall be designated by numerals displayed on boards on the Committee Boat. The course applicable to each race will be displayed for not less than 4 minutes before its start. This changes RRS 27.1.

Marks are described by letter(s) on the Fingal Challenge 2004 Course Card. Marks coloured red are to be left to port and marks coloured green are to be left to starboard. A windward mark, Z (black inflatable) will be laid approximately to windward of the starting line. This is the first mark on all courses. 

11. DESCRIPTION OF MARKS:

Marks are as described on the Course Card.

12. RE-CROSSING START/FINISH LINES:

All boats shall keep clear of the starting lines until their warning signal. Boats shall not re-cross a finishing line, except to finish having completed a penalty. Boats, having started and cleared their starting line, shall not re-cross that line while starts are in progress.  The Protest Committee may penalise a boat failing to comply with this sailing instruction with a score of its discretion, including DNE.

13. FINISHING LINE:

The Finishing Line shall be between the red and white pole or the main mast of the Committee Boat displaying a blue flag and an orange Finish Mark, which shall be left to port. Unless the course is shortened the Finishing line will be located approximately upwind of the last fixed mark on the course

14. STARTING TIME LIMIT:

A boat shall not start later than 15 minutes after her valid starting signal.
 
15. FINISHING TIME LIMIT:

The time limit for all classes shall be 1800. If a boat in a class finishes within this limit the time for that class shall be extended to 1830. A boat which fails to finish within the time limit will be scored DNF, Did Not Finish. This changes RRS 35 and A4.1.
In the event of a postponement or general recall the time limit shall be extended accordingly for the classes affected.

16. PROTESTS:

Protests shall be written on official ISA Forms, which are available in the Clubhouse Bar and shall be lodged in the Protest Box within 24 Hrs of the end of the race concerned. Times of Protest hearings will be advised to the parties concerned. 

17. SCORING SYSTEM:

The series will be scored as provided in appendix A of the racing rules using the Low Point System.  Providing four or more races finish one discard shall be allowed (races without finishers will be void). Disqualification under RRS 2 is non discardable. 

18. SAFETY:

Competitors participate entirely at their own risk, see Fundamental Rule 4, Decision to Race and the ISA Safety Booklet. Open boat entrants are referred to relevant class regulations. The wearing of personal flotation devices in all boats is strongly recommended at all times.

The responsibility for the safety of competing boats and their crews lies solely with the said competitors. Howth Yacht Club, HYC Events Ltd. and/or the Organising Committee will not accept any liability for material damage, personal injury or death sustained in conjunction with, prior to, during, or after racing.

19. INSURANCE:

Each participating boat shall be insured with adequate valid third party liability insurance.

20. RADIO COMMUNICATION:

Competitors are advised to keep a listening watch on VHF Channel 77 where information relevant to racing may be broadcast. Should this information be broadcast, it shall not constitute outside assistance and shall not be the subject of any protest. Failure to broadcast this information shall not be the basis for any claim for redress. Competitors who retire from a race are required to inform the Race Committee promptly by radio on Channel 77.
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