The Irish Etchells Class National Championships 2004

At Howth Yacht Club

Saturday 28th,  Sunday 29th   and  Monday 30th August 2004
NOTICE OF RACE

1. 
ORGANISING AUTHORITY
1.1
The Irish Etchells Class National Championships 2004 are organised by HYC Events Ltd in conjunction with the Dublin Etchells Fleet. 

1.2
All entries and enquiries should be addressed to: The Secretary, HYC Events Ltd., Howth Yacht Club, Harbour Road, Howth, County Dublin. Telephone: 01 - 8322141, Fax: 01 - 8392430, email: admin@hyc.ie, website: www.hyc.ie 

2.
RULES AND ELIGIBILITY
2.1 Races will be sailed under the Racing Rules of Sailing 2001 -2004(RRS), the presciptions of the Irish Sailing Association, the rules and regulations of the International Etchells Class Association, and this Notice of Race except as modified by the Sailing Instructions and any amendments thereto.

2.2 This is a Category A event pursuant to the ISAF advertising Code and Etchells Class Rules. The Organising Authority shall require all participating boats to display the event sponsor’s advertising in accordance with RRS Appendix 1, Regulation 20.3.1(d) (i).

2.3 Entries are accepted at the sole discretion of the Organising Committee.

2.4 Eligible boats and are those which comply with the International Etchells Class Rules.

2.5 Competitors and crews must be eligible in accordance with the Etchells Class Rules.

2.6 The Irish Etchells Class National Championships is classified as a Class B event as sanctioned by the International Etchells Class Association.

2.7 The weights and total combined crew weight of each crew including skipper will be determined prior to racing and the total combined weight of crew members will be posted on the official notice board. 

2.8 Prior to each days racing, up to 25% of the fleet may be randomly selected and reweighed to ensure compliance with One Design Rule 7.1. Crews that have been randomly selected and fail to make the weight limit will be ineligible to compete in races scheduled for that day. The boat will be scored DNS for all races completed that day and the crew will present themselves at the race office for reweighing on the morning of the following race day in addition to the boats randomly selected on that next day.

2.9 Each boats owner(s) and competing crews shall ensure that they are adequately insured against loss, damage or injury to persons, boats or equipment at all times and howsoever occurring and shall maintain third party insurance cover of one and a half million euros (€ 1,500,000) for any one accident. All owners /competitors who sign the sign the entry forms are deemed to have made a declaration that they have such cover.

2.10 Personal floatation devices shall be worn at all times while racing.

3.
SCHEDULE OF RACES
3.1   The schedule of races will be as follows:

Saturday 28 August
Race 1:
The Warning Signal for Race 1  will be displayed at 1300hrs

    
Race 2:
The Warning Signal for Race 2 will be displayed as soon as practical after Race 1.

Sunday 29 August 
Race 3:
The Warning Signal for Race 3  will be displayed at 1030hrs

    
Race 4:
The Warning Signal for Race 4 will be displayed as soon as practical after Race 3.


Race 5:
The Warning Signal for Race 5 will be displayed as soon as practical after Race 4

Monday 30 August
Race 6:
The Warning Signal for Race 6  will be displayed at 1030hrs

3.2 The Race Committee reserves the right to amend the Schedule of Races depending on prevailing conditions.

3.3 Four races shall constitute a Championship. One discard will be permitted if five races are completed.

3.4 The Low Point scoring system of the RRS appendix A shall apply.

4. ENTRIES
4.1
Entries shall be made on-line by accessing the Club’s website www.hyc.ie or on the official entry form accompanied with an entry fee of €200, a copy of the boat’s hull/mast measurement certificate, sail measurement certificate, and any other relevant documentation referable to a particular boat under the International Etchells Class Rules shall be included with the entry or available for inspection at registration.

4.3
Eligible boats shall enter by completing the official entry form not later than 1800 on Monday 16 August, 2004.

5.
LATE ENTRIES
5.1
Entries for eligible boats received after 1800 on Monday 16 August, 2004 will be accepted only at the discretion of the Organising Committee and upon payment of an additional late entry fee of €50.

6.
HAUL OUT RESTRICTIONS
6.1
All boats shall be afloat before 1200hrs on Saturday 27 August and shall not be hauled out during the regatta except with and according to the terms of prior written permission of the race jury.

7.
DIVING EQUIPMENT AND PLASTIC POOLS

7.1
Underwater breathing apparatus and plastic pools or their equivalent shall not be used around competing yachts between the preparatory signal for the first race and the end of the regatta.

8.
PRIZES/TROPHIES
8.1
Daily prizes will be awarded to the winner of each race, and will be presented as soon as possible after racing on each day. Overall prizes will be awarded to 1st, 2nd, 3rd overall.

9.
REGISTRATION AND SAILING INSTRUCTIONS
9.1     Sailing instructions will be available at the Race Office during registration at the following times: -

           Thursday 26 August from 1800 - 2100

           Friday 27 August from 1200 - 2100

           Saturday 28 August from 930 - 1200

10.     RACING AREA
10.1 Races will be sailed in the waters North of Howth, starts may be up to four miles North of Howth Harbour

10.2 All races shall be windward/leeward courses.

11.  MARINA BERTHS
11.1 Marina berths will be available for competitors, free of charge, from 1200 on Thursday 26 August  to 1200 on Monday 30 August. These will be allocated on arrival and are subject to suitable space and availability. 

12. RADIO COMMUNICATION

12.1 A boat shall neither make radio transmissions while racing nor receive radio communications not available to all other boats.  This restriction also applies to mobile telephones.

13. TEAM SUPPORT BOATS

13.1 Team leaders , coaches, other support personnel and support boats shall stay outside areas where boats are racing from the time of the preparatory signal until all boats have finished or Race Committee signals a postponement, general recall or abandonment.
14. SOCIAL
14.1 Entertainment will be provided after racing each day.

14.2 Competitors are granted temporary membership of Howth Yacht Club for each race day subject only to the provisions of the Club rules for withdrawing or withholding such membership.

14.3 The attention of all participants is drawn to the car parking regulations in the vicinity of the Club. These are rigidly enforced by the Harbour Authority.

