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Sailing Instructions
Principal Race Officers: Peter McKenna and Neil Inglis

Note: When entering/leaving Howth Harbour, stay on the right hand side of the fairway and harbour entrance i.e. always pass port to port. Also, Howth Sound is a restricted channel and accordingly boats shall not impede trawlers.

1. Rules –

The races shall be governed by the Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS), ISA Prescriptions, the Notice of Race and these Sailing Instructions and any amendments thereto. Competitors in races for One Design classes shall comply with their relevant Class Rules. Competitors in IRC and ECHO handicap classes shall comply with the rules of these handicapping systems. In the event of a conflict, the Sailing Instructions shall prevail.

2. Notice Boards –
The Official Notice Board and the Results Board will be located in the archway in the vicinity of the side (marina) gate.

3. Change of Sailing Instruction – 

Changes to Sailing Instructions will be posted on the Official Notice Board not later than two hours before the scheduled start of the first race so affected. Flag L displayed on the flagpole at the top of the marina bridge denotes that a change of Sailing Instruction has been made.

4. Signals Made Ashore – 

Signals made ashore will be displayed on the flagpole at the top of the marina bridge. When flag AP is displayed ashore “one minute” is replaced with “not less than 45 minutes” in race signal AP. Boats are requested not to leave the harbour until flag AP is lowered. 

5. Schedule of Races – 
Sundays September 14th, 21st, 28th, October 5th and 12th 
Saturday, October 18th 

Offshore Committee Boat Starts


Class
Flag
Start

Start

Class 0
No. 0
1100


1200


Class 1
No. 1
1105


1205


First 31.7
Class Logo
1110


1210


Class 2
No. 2
1115


1215


Class 3
No. 3
1120


1220


Non Spinnaker Class
No. 4
1125 


1225
Inshore Committee Boat Starts

Class
Flag
Start 

Start

Puppeteer 22
A
1100

1200

Shipman 28
W
1105

1205

Squib
K
1110

1210

17 Footer
C
1115
1215
OFFSHORE COMMITTEE BOAT STARTS   

6. Starting Area – 

The starting area will be North of Ireland’s Eye.

7. Starting Line –

The starting line shall be between an orange mark (to be passed to port) and a red/white pole (or mast) on the Committee Boat.

8. Starting Signals –

Starts shall be in accordance with RRS 26.

9. Courses –

Courses shall be as per the special Offshore Committee Boat Course Card for the 2003 Olympus Autumn League which forms part of these Sailing Instructions.

10. Course Designation –

Courses shall be designated by numerals displayed on boards on the Committee Boat. The course applicable to each race will be displayed for not less than 4 minutes before its start. This changes RRS 27.1.

Marks are described by letter(s) on the Offshore Committee Course Card. Marks coloured red are to be left to port and marks coloured green are to be left to starboard. A windward mark, Z (blue inflatable) will be laid approximately to windward of the starting line. This is the first mark on all courses. 
11. Finishing Line –

The finishing line shall be between Mark F and a red vertical line on the East Pier starter’s hut.  

The Committee Boat displaying a blue flag may also act as a substitute for Mark F, in which case the finish line shall be a line between a red/white pole (or mast) on the Committee Boat and the red vertical line on the East Pier starter’s hut.

INSHORE COMMITTEE BOAT STARTS 

12. Starting Area – 

The starting area will be North West of Ireland’s Eye.

13. Starting Line –

The Starting Line shall be between an orange mark (to be passed to port) and the main mast of the Committee Boat, which will display an orange flag.

14. Starting Signals –

Starts shall be in accordance with RRS 26.

15. Courses –

Courses shall be as per the special Inshore Committee Boat Course Card for the 2003 Olympus Autumn League, which forms part of these Sailing Instructions. 

16. Course Designation –

Courses shall be designated by numerals displayed on boards on the Committee Boat. That applicable to each race will be displayed for not less than 4 minutes before its start. This changes RRS 27.1.

Marks are described by letter(s) on the Inshore Committee Boat Course Card. Marks coloured red are to be left to Port and marks coloured Green are to be left to Starboard. A windward mark, Z (blue and white striped inflatable) will be laid approximately to windward of the starting line. This is the first mark on all courses.

17. Finishing Line –

The finishing line is located in the vicinity of the Spit Mark (S) and the South Rowan Buoy (R) and shall be between an orange Mark F and the main mast (or red/white pole) on the adjacent Committee Boat displaying a blue flag. For Row 40 courses Mark F will be a round orange buoy positioned upwind of the last mark i.e. Mark D.

18. Hindering Boats - Starting/Finishing Lines –  

All boats shall keep clear of the starting lines until their warning signal. After finishing, boats shall not re-cross the finishing lines. Boats having started and cleared their starting line shall not re-cross that line whilst other starts are in progress. Nor shall boats cross any other operational starting line. Failure to comply with this Sailing Instruction shall be subject to protest by the Race Committee and the Protest Committee may penalise boats who fail to comply with this Sailing Instruction with a score of its discretion, including DNE.

19. Starting Time Limit –

A boat shall not start later than 15 minutes after her valid starting signal.

20. Finishing Time Limit –

The Time Limit for all Sunday races is 1430. For Saturday 18th October the time limit is 1530. If a boat in a class finishes her race within this limit, the time limit for that class shall be extended by 30 minutes in that race. In the event of postponement(s) and/or general recall(s) the time limit(s) for races so affected shall be extended by the time her start is delayed. This changes RRS 35.
21. Protests –

Protests and Requests for Redress shall be written on an ISAF Protest Form available from the Race Office and shall be delivered to the Race Office within the Protest Time Limit.

The Protest Time Limit is 1½ hours from the time of finish of the last boat in the class concerned. This changes RRS 61.3.

Protest hearings for the Sunday races will be held mid-week following, on a day specified on the Official Notice Board. Parties involved will also be notified by ‘phone. For protests arising from the October 18th race a schedule of protest hearings will be posted on the Official Notice Board fifteen minutes after the protest time limit and heard on the day. 

The listing of a boat on these schedules shall constitute informing her of a hearing under RRS 63.2. Parties involved shall present themselves and their witnesses at the time and place indicated on the schedules.

A request to reopen a hearing shall be delivered to the Protest Committee not later than fifteen minutes after the party was informed of the decision. This changes RRS 66.

The protest flag exemption for boats less than six metres shall not apply. This changes RRS 61.1 (a).

22. Scoring –

Scoring shall be as per RRS Appendix A4, Low Point System. Six races are scheduled and if four or more are completed one discard will be allowed.

23. Safety – 

The attention of all competitors is drawn to RRS Part 1 -Fundamental Rules and the ISA Safety Booklet. Open boat entrants are referred to relevant class regulations. The wearing of suitable buoyancy aids in open boat classes is strongly recommended at all times.

The Club draws the attention of all competitors to the fact that the responsibility for the safety of competing boats and their crews lies solely with the said competitors.

Howth Yacht Club, HYC Events Ltd. and/or the Organising Committee are not liable for loss of or damage to boats or equipment or for injury to competitors. 

24. Radio Communications –

Competitors are advised to keep a listening watch on VHF Channel 37 for Offshore Committee Boat and Channel 72 for Inshore Committee Boat where information relevant to racing may be broadcast. Should this information be broadcast, it shall not constitute outside assistance and shall not be the subject of any protest. Failure to broadcast this information shall not be the basis for any claim for redress. The Squib class rules are amended by this Sailing Instruction to allow use of VHF radio.

Competitors who retire from a race shall inform the Race Committee promptly by radio on Channel 37 or 72 as appropriate. Competitors without radio should inform the Race Office on coming ashore. 

25. Navigation Marks and Obstructions –   

See the special Offshore and Inshore Committee Boat Course Cards for the 2003 Olympus Autumn League.

26. Tides  –
See the special Offshore and Inshore Committee Boat Course Cards for the 2003 Olympus Autumn League.
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