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Howth Yacht Club
Autumn League 2002

Organised by HYC Events Limited

Sunday 15th September to Saturday 19th October
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Sailing Instructions

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
PRINCIPAL RACE OFFICERS

Derek Bothwell, Peter McKenna 

1
RACING RULES AND ELIGIBILITY

1.1
Races shall be sailed under the current Racing Rules of Sailing, ISA Prescriptions, the Rules of each class concerned, the Notice of Race, these Sailing Instructions and any amendments thereto.

1.2
The series is classified as a Category A event, except 1720 which is Category C.

1.3
Entries are accepted at the sole discretion of the Race Committee.

2
PROTESTS


Protests shall be written on official ISA Forms, which are available in the Clubhouse and shall be lodged in the Protest Box within 1.5 hours of the time of finish of the last boat in the race concerned, or its time limit if there were no finishers. Times of Protest hearings will be advised to the parties concerned.  The exemption for boats less than 6 metres shall not apply and this SI amends RRS 61.1 (a).

3
SCORING SYSTEM


The scoring system shall be as described in Appendix A of RRS Low Point system. Disqualification under RRS 2 and 30.3 is non discardable.

4
STARTING TIME LIMIT


A boat shall not start later than 15 minutes after her valid starting signal.

5
ALTERATIONS TO SAILING INSTRUCTIONS


Code Flag "L" displayed on the Club Flag pole denotes that a change of Sailing Instruction has been made, details of which are posted on the Official Notice Board. Any change in the Sailing Instructions will be displayed at least 1.5 hours before the scheduled start of the first race so affected.

6
HINDERING OTHER BOATS


Boats before starting or having finished, shall be disqualified should they hinder boats racing. After finishing, boats shall not re-cross their finishing line. Boats having started and cleared their starting line shall not re-cross this line while other starts are in progress. Neither shall they cross any other starting line in similar circumstances. The penalty for a breach of this S.I. is disqualification. RRS 63.1 is accordingly amended by this Sailing Instruction and competitor's attention is drawn to the provision of RRS 64.1 (C).

7
SAFETY


The attention of all competitors is drawn to RRS Part 1 Fundamental Rules and the ISA Safety Booklet. Open boat entrants are referred to relevant class regulations. The Club draws the attention of all competitors in these races to the fact that the responsibility for the safety of competing boats and competitors lies solely with the said competitors.

8
NOTICE BOARD, RESULTS BOARD


The Official Notice Board is located in the hallway of Howth Yacht Club. The Results Board is in the archway at the Marina entrance to the Club.

9
MEMBERSHIP


All competitors are granted temporary membership of Howth Yacht Club on racing days, subject only to the provisions in the Club Rules for withdrawing or withholding said membership.

10
COURSE DESIGNATION


RRS 27.1 is modified as follows: The course boards for each class will be displayed following its 5 minute signal and will be displayed for not less than 4 minutes before its start.

11
DESCRIPTIONS OF MARKS


Marks are described in detail on the relevant Course Card.

12
NAVIGATION MARKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS
12.1
The IALA Navigation Marks in and around Howth Sound shall be left as follows:


South Rowan:  to be passed to the West and South.


Howth Mark:  is not included in Autumn League courses and may be passed on either hand.


Rowan Rocks:  to be passed to the East and South.

12.2
Any part of Ireland's Eye capable of being touched by a boat while racing is designated as an obstruction to sea room.

12.3
Boats racing in the vicinity of the Baldoyle Spit must always sail to the North and East of the Spit Mark (S) to avoid going aground.

12.4
Thulla Mark (J) keeps boats clear of rocks at South Eastern tip of Thulla.

13
RADIO COMMUNICATION

13.1
The Offshore Committee Vessel will use channel 37 as its working channel. The Inshore Committee Boat will use Channel 72. Information broadcast on these channels shall not constitute outside assistance and shall not be the subject of any protest. Failure to broadcast any information shall not be the basis for any claim for redress.

13.2
The Squib Class rules are amended by these Sailing Instructions to allow the use of VHF Radios.

14
TIDES




 HW
 HW



Sunday Sept. 15th
0657
Sunday Oct. 6th
1208



Sunday Sept. 22nd
1308
Sunday Oct. 13th
1739




Sunday Sept. 29th
1727
Saturday Oct. 19th
1143

SECTION A

OFFSHORE COMMITTEE BOAT STARTS
A1
A Warning Signal will be made at 0955 and starts shall be in accordance with RRS 26 at 5 minute intervals. The start signal for the preceding class shall be the warning signal for the next class.



Class
Flag
Warning
Start





Cr. Class 0
Num. 0
0955
1000



1720
F
1000
1005



Cr. Class 1
Num. 1
1005
1010




Cr. Class 2
Num. 2
1010
1015



First 31.7
Class logo
1015
1020



Cr. Class 3
Num. 3
1020
1025

A2
TIME LIMIT


The time limit for all classes shall be 1330. 


If a boat in a class finishes within this limit the time for that class shall be extended to 1345. However a boat which finishes 30 minutes or more after the first finisher in her class shall be scored as DNF.


In the event of a postponement or general recall the time limit shall be extended accordingly for the classes affected.

A3
STARTING AREA


The Starting Area will be North of Howth Harbour, Committee Boat "Free Enterprise" (or substitute).


Note Starting Area may be up to three miles from the Harbour.

A4
COURSES


Courses shall be as per the special Offshore Committee Boat Course Card for the 2002 Autumn League.


Courses will be signalled from the Committee Boat by means of numeral boards. (See details on Course Card).

A5
STARTING LINE


The Starting Line shall be between a red and white pole (or main mast) on the Committee Boat and a Red buoy, which shall be left to Port.

A6
FINISHING LINE


The Finishing Line (unless shortened) shall be between Mark F (yellow can) and a line on the centre of the East Pier Starter's Hut. Should Mark F be missing or out of position, code flag M will be flown on the Starter's Hut and the finishing Line will be an extension of the transit formed by two illuminated X signs on the roof of the East Pier Starter's Hut. The Committee Boat may also act as a substitute for Mark F, in which case the finish line shall be a line between a red/white pole (or mast) on the Committee Boat and the line on the centre of the East Pier Starter's Hut.

A7
SHORTENING COURSES


RRS 32 is amended in that the Race Officer may, at his discretion, shorten the course at any mark. 

SECTION B

INSHORE COMMITTEE BOAT STARTS
B1
A Warning Signal will be made at 0955 and starts shall be in accordance with RRS 26 at 5 minute intervals. The Start Signal for the preceding class shall be the Warning Signal for the next Class. 



Class
Flag
Warning
Start



Shipman 28
W
0955
1000



Puppeteer 22
A
1000
1005



Squib
K
1005
1010



17 Footer
C
1010
1015

B2
STARTING AREA


The starting area will be in the vicinity of the area between Island, Cush and West Marks. A windward Mark (Black inflatable) will be laid at least 0.5 mile to windward of the Inshore Committee Boat displaying an orange flag. This mark is shown on course card as 'Z'.

B3
STARTING LINE


The starting line will be between the main mast on the Inshore Committee Boat and an orange buoy, which shall be left to port.

B4
FINISHING LINE


The finishing line shall be located in the vicinity of the area between Spit Mark (S) and the South Rowan Buoy. It shall be between the main mast of a Finish Boat flying a Blue Flag and a Black Mark (F).

B5
TIME LIMIT


As per S.I. A2.

B6
COURSES


Courses shall be as per Special Inshore Committee Boat Course Card for the 2002 Autumn League. Courses will be signalled from the Committee Boat by means of numeral boards. (See details on Course Card).

B7
SHORTENING COURSES


As per S.I. A7.

SECTION C 

SATURDAY 19TH OCTOBER

C1
Racing on Saturday will be as described in Section A and Section B with the following exceptions:

C1.1
Offshore Committee Boat starts.  
A warning signal will be made at 1155.





Class

Flag

Warning  
Start





Cr. Class 0
Num. 0

1155

1200 





1720

F

1200

1205





Cr. Class 1
Num. 1

1205

1210





Cr. Class 2
Num. 2

1210

1215





First 31.7
Class logo
1215

1220





Cr. Class 3
Num. 3

1220

1225

C1.2
Inshore Committee Boat starts.    
A warning signal will be made at 1155.





Class

Flag

Warning

Start





Shipman 28
W

1155

1200





Puppeteer
A

1200

1205





Squib

K

1205

1210





17 Footer
C

1210

1215

C1.3
Time Limit



The time limit for all classes will be 1700. If a boat in a class finishes within this limit, the time for that class will be extended to 1730.
