
Howth Performance Handicap Rules
1.
Howth Performance Handicap (HPH) is the official performance handicap system used by Howth Yacht Club to determine the handicap to be used in calculating the results in Howth Yacht Club races.
2.
HPH is administered by the Howth Yacht Club (HYC) Handicapper, who is appointed by the HYC Sailing Committee and acts with the authority of the Sailing Committee.
3.
The Handicapper may appoint members of HYC to act on the Handicap Committee to assist him in administering HPH.
4.
The Handicap Committee may use information from any other Handicap System to assist them in deciding the handicap of a boat where they consider it necessary.
5.
Definitions:  


Starting Time: The Time recorded by The Race Officer as the Time at which a race for a class of boats starts. All boats in a class are deemed to have a starting time equal to the starting time for that class. 


Finishing Time: The Time Recorded by the Race Officer as being the time at which a boat crosses the finishing line.


Elapsed Time (EL): the Time calculated by subtracting the Starting Time of a boat from the Finishing Time. 


Time Correction Factor (TCF): Is a  Decimal Number (as calculated in Paragraphs 7 to 10 ), also known as the Handicap of the boat, and is calculated to three decimal places.

Corrected Time: The result of multiplying the TCF of a boat by its Elapsed Time.


Revised TCF: The Average of the TCFs for a boat over a number of races.


Starting TCF: The TCF to be used in calculating the results of a boat at the start of a series of races. 


Classes: The definition of the Class to which a boat is assigned is as set out in the Howth Yacht Club Sailing Instructions.
6.
HPH is a performance related handicap system. Every Owner/ Skipper who enters and races their boat under this system is required to declare any significant change in the crew, skipper, equipment, etc. which may materially changes the performance of the boat to the Handicap Committee. Failure to do so may make the boat subject to Protest under the HYC Sailing Instructions.
7.
The TCF for every boat that finishes a race in its class is calculated by dividing its Elapsed Time into the Elapsed Time of the fastest boat in that class. This number shall be calculated to three decimal places and shall not greater than 1.000.
8.
Where a boat finishes a race and is subsequently disqualified, retires, or is recorded as OCS, the finishing time (if recorded) may be used for revision purposes at the discretion of the Handicapper.
9.
Where a boat has not raced, or has not had a TCF assigned to it, the Handicap Committee shall assign it a TCF of 1.000. 
10.
On completion of a series of races the Handicap Committee shall revise the TCF of every boat which raced in the series using the TCFs as calculated in Paragraph 7.
11.
The sum of the TCFs for each boat shall be divided by the number of races for    which a TCF has been calculated. The result is the Revised TCF for each boat. 

12.
The Handicap Committee shall have the discretion to decide on the number of races and TCFs which can be used in calculating the Revised TCFs. They shall include the series under review together with any results from the previous series so that large number of results can be used in deciding the average TFCs.  
13.
The Handicap Committee may at their discretion decide to revise the TCFs of all boats or any boat competing in a series during that series if they have formed an opinion:

That an error has occurred in the allocation or calculation of the TCFs being used.


If there has been a material change as specified in paragraph 6 which changes the performance a boat.

That the handicap(s) allocated to any boat(s) are incorrect and results for the series would be materially changed if the correct TCFs had been used.  
14.
The Handicapper may protest a boat, (on behalf of the Race / Sailing Committee under RRS 60.2), where the Race/ Sailing Committee has become aware of a breach of these rules.   
15.
The Handicapper may be party to a protest against a boat as an Interested Party under RRS Rules Definitions were a boat is alleged to have infringed HPH Rule 6. 
16.
The Handicap Committee may change or amend these rules subject to the approval by the Sailing Committee.
17.
These HPH Rules have been adopted by the Sailing Committee of Howth Yacht Club on the     6th   Day of February  2012.

